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Guthrie, B., Jr. These Thousand Hills 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 13, 1956. 346p. $3.95. 


Lat Evans was twenty when left his father’s ranch 
Oregon and set out for Montana the 1880’s. His 
father was upright and stern, and was time for 
young man leave the strict discipline his home 
and find his own future. Lat joins trail herd moving 
Montana and arrives Fort Benton. Lat 
fully rides wild horse and wins considerable sum 
money for himself and his companions. celebrate, 
and his closest friend, Tom Ping, Miss Fran’s. 
There Lat meets Callie Kash—one long line 
literary “good” prostitutes. They fall love and 
visits her regularly. Lat joins hand wolf hunting, 
but after being snowed for some months moun- 
tain cabin, and Tom Ping are captured small 
group Indians. When—Hollywood-like—Lat saves 
the Chief’s son from death, and Tom are released. 
They drift back Fort Benton. Lat wins another large 
amount money—with Callie’s aid—on horse race 
and sets ranch. Tom decides marry one 
Miss Fran’s girls; Lat refuses his best man; hence, 
the two riends break their friendship. Principally be- 
cause his industry, Lat thrives his ranch. After 
tearful parting with Callie marries the niece 
successful business man. Lat joins the Methodist 
Church and becomes important figure the com- 
munity. There talk his running for State Senator. 
When Whey Belly Hector killed Miss Callie’s 
house—Fran has died—Lat realizes that may 
called upon testify character witness for Callie 
and that such situation his respectability will 
vanish. Tom Ping, however, helps Callie flee, and Lat 
saved public embarrassment. Ping meets Lat and 
attempts showdown, but Lat refuses, realizing that 
Ping better man because has not allowed 
“false” sense modesty mar his friendships. 


were The Way West and The Big Sky, this 
superior work about the West; however, the word 
superior must qualified considerably. Stylistically, 
this splendid book. There can question that 
Guthrie has done vast amount research into Ore- 
gon and Montana life the late nineteenth century. 
The flavor authenticity the conversation phe- 
nomenal, and most Guthrie’s descriptions are remark- 
able. few American books has such talent ap- 
peared. Any future Mencken would have use this 
novel reference book recording the variety, pic- 
turesqueness, realism, and uniqueness the English 
language the West. Stylistically, repeat, this 
book sheer delight. 


Guthrie’s narrative, however, faulty. The story drags 
and most the action found the last sixty pages. 
One tends overlook this Passivity because the 
style and the accurate conversation, but the lack 
action quite apparent. the action that 
Present is, for the most part, Hollywoodian stereotype. 
Perhaps, tend expect too much action 
Western story, but certainly the drams incidents 
These Thousand Hills are not enough. 


Even more damning, however, Guthrie’s handling 
Callie Kash. She the tradition “the soiled lilies 
the Strand” from The Yellow Book era. There 
doubt that the “good” prostitute can handled artisti- 
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Best 
cally and made believable Story, witness Wit 
Dostoyesky’s Crime and Punishment. 
there doubt that the “good” prostitute can 
Steinbeck’s Sweet Thursday. Guthrie’s Callie 
dled the latter fasrion. How such girl Wol 
involved such immoral occupation Adri 
fathom—at least from Guthrie’s mode 
This “good” girl also becomes the madame when Safe 
predecessor dies. Guthrie’s handling Callie Capt 
foolish and naive. 
There also this book general tone doubt 
the value respectability. One gathers 
that Guthrie saying that the immoral are ont 
the moral because they not follow the “false” tous 
respectability. this novel read closely, pre. entert 
sents some dangerous viewpoints and implications, 
yet, stylistically masterpiece. These The 
readers only. twice 
Paul A. Doyle, Ph.D., there 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
Dodson, Kenneth Stranger the Shor 
Little, Brown. Nov. 1956. 324p. $3.95. 
Having spent half his thirty-one years roaming around 
the world ship’s carpenter, Kurt Mueller had 
look upon the sea his home and himself This 
Stranger the shore. Thus Captain Dean had 
marshall his strongest arguments before Kurt was 
suaded take shore leave when the American 
Cape Falcon, after weeks submarine dodging diffe 
South Pacific, tied the Chilean port Puerto 
Felicidad. 
mers agi 
lingered over his drink Goertz’ Hamburg The plo 
that day 1942, Kurt quickly discovered how the 
come the presence American was among the all 
and Fascist sympathizers, especially his attention they are 
drawn girl pretty Adriana Luscher. The 
suing scuffle only lasted few moments, but Kurt sists she 
once that his victory would short-lived 
his assailant, Amigo Guiliani, come upon him again. away. 
Strolling with Adriana later that day, Kurt was 
aware the situation which was involved. 
only was Amigo member, (although the least 
spected one), one the town’s leading families and 
ing among his drinking companions, was also the 
father Adriana’s infant son While home 
father’s farm the north country, she had given 
self Amigo under promise marriage, when Lippincott. 


Adriana traced Amigo his home town where, 
learned, had wife and three children. 


Set upon again Amigo and his gang 
Adriana back the cafe that evening, Kurt pulls out 


his carpenter’s knife and kills his attacker. While 
jail awaiting trial, realizes how madly love the 
with Adriana. But has idea what can Emperor, 
spire region international tension and intrigue until his 


ed 
was 
ded the kindly Sen 
or A 


ess With the help money and some highhanded deals 
released bail under order not make any 
can leave the province. the meantime the 
Cape Falcon, with cargo defense ore, has put out 
sea again, certain victim the German sea raider, 
girl Wolf. But the powerful yawl, Phoebe, with Kurt, 
Adriana, and Warwick, British intelligence agent, 
become the pawn this deadly battle the sea. 
when Safe once again, Kurt and Adriana are married 
Captain Dean, set face future still fraught with 
many uncertainties. 
ubt International intrigue and espionage World War 
country seem pitifully outdated and unimport- 
good ant day overshadowed events more porten- 
alse” tous nature. But does not detract one iota from the 
ly, entertainment value Mr. Dodson’s novel. Unhap- 


ions, and, 
Thousand 
riminating 


rsity, 
York 


pily, its full effect weakened its unnecessary length. 
The author intent getting that sea battle, (to 
which devoates some 100 pages), and takes him 
twice that long reach it. But all the details are 
there and the script ready for the cameras start 
shooting without many preliminaries. 


Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Breslin, Howard Autumn Comes Early 
Crowell. Nov. 293p. $3.95. 

This another summer romance, without literary dis- 
tinction point, the climax which consummation 
love affair between visiting baseball player and 
alibrarian, who then decides she cannot marry because 
differences their background and social status. 
The setting small town Connecticut several sum- 
mers ago during the floods caused hurricane Connie. 
The plot the usual story boy meets girl, the gossip 
the town, their own honorable intentions, and then 
all restraints broken unforeseen circumstance when 
they are alone house and the elctric power fails. 
Afterwards the girl decides she cannot marry, but in- 
Kurt knew§ sists she loves the boy, and grateful for the whole 
affair. She returns her library and advises him 


the 


around 
had come 
nself 
had 
freighter 
ing the 
Puerto 


burg 
the Nai 


again. away. The novel objectionable and not 
was any class reader. 

lved. Nat Bruno McAndrew, 

least St. Anselm’s Priory, 

milies and Washington, 
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given Wohl, Louis The Last Crusader 
Lippincott. Oct. 31, 1956. 448p. $3.95. 


the XVIth century, with Christendom divided, the 
power the Turks surged onward such wise 
where, threaten the very existence Christian Europe until 
famous Battle Lepanto, where the Allied fleet under 
Don Juan Austria crushed the Turk. the story 
this battle and the events the life Don Juan 
pulls Austria that told Mr. Wohl’s latest religio- 
While novel. 
the illegitimate son Charles Holy Roman 
can Emperor, the boy Jerome was reared peasant’s hut 
intrigue until his father consigned him Don Luis Quixada 


escorting 
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and Dona Magdalena for lordly rearing. Under their 
tutelage developed into sturdy boy, well-versed 
arms, thoughtful, somewhat more intellectual than the 
average, religious, mature, idealistic, and pleasing 
personality. had but one interview with the dying 


emperor, his father. 

After Charles’ death, Philip ascended the throne and 
acknowledged the boy his half-brother with the 
Don Juan Austria. dukedoms counties 
were his, but only honored position member 
the royal family. His position court made him 
object intrigue; but Juan steadfastly pursued course 
loyalty the King, although impatient the lack 
opportunity accorded him. did his best for the 
psychotic Don Carlos, Prince the Asturias and In- 
fanta Spain; but even the death this Prince, 
the crafty and silent Philip did nothing further Don 
Juan, still kept him reserve, and would not permit 
him join the expedition for the relief besieged 


Malta. 


Don Juan’s chance finally came when was com- 
missioned put down the Morisco revolt, task 
which succeeded spite the restraints which 
Philip had laid upon him. Admiral the Spanish 
fleet the Mediterranean, proved his ability and 
Pius chose him commander the great expedition 
which was Europe’s last gambit against suc- 
cessful Turk. the victory Lepanto came the 
realization that all his dreams were unimportant, even 
his love for Maria; henceforward for Juan the only im- 
portant thing would God’s will God’s in- 
strument the fulfillment Divine Plan. 


Mr. DeWohl has written carefully prepared story, 
bit labored and awkward times, showing Don Juan 
man fulfilling his place the scheme things. 
His description Spain and court life excellent; 
his characterization and action fair; his plot and de- 
velopment realistic and credible. all, The Last 
Crusader can recommended all classes readers. 


Mason, Van Wyck Our Valiant Few 
Little, Brown. Oct. 15, 1956. 436p. $3.95. 


his career novel writing Mr. Mason has progressed 
from the stage where produced stories with his- 
torical background and only slightly adulterated with 
sex the point where producing stories with 
sexual background slightly adulterated with history. 


Always rattling good story-teller, Mr. Mason gilding 


rather lascivious and lusting lily the point where 
the effluvium moral decay overwhelming the pure 


odor the blosom. This latest effort indeed chronicles 


the naval efforts the Confederacy, with ironclads, 


torpedo boats and submarines, break the blockade 
such ports Charleston and Savannah;but also 
details too freely the amorous activities husband- 
killing nymphomaniac and the almost descent too 
flirtatiously free wife into prostitution. 

The principal characters include Alistair Bryson, man- 
aging editor the Charleston Argus, who angered 
the fact that blockade runners bring more luxuries 
than munitions the Confederacy. attempts 
expose the peculating importers only beaten and 
shot, later escape the West Indies and then 
return with the necessary evidence. His wife, India, 


276 


provocative ex-ingenue, suspected adultery when 
she beats off admirer, starves genteely after Alistair’s 
disappearance, then after almost trying prostitute’s 
career she rejoins theatrical troupe and reunited 
with Alistair the end. “Rascal Rafe” Bryson, Ali- 
stair’s cousin, blockade runner who wrecks trusting 
hearts, villain who repents the end but 
smashed when finally tries bring shipload 
munitions. Reynolds Seymour speculator who 
dotes shady deals and equally shady women until, 
finally, his wife Sylvia arranges his demise trap. 
Sylvia wanton who wants luxury and lust 
major goals. 

There are host minor characters, such officers 
the Confederate Navy whose efforts are concerned 
with ironclads, primitive torpedo boats, and mechani- 
cally operated submersible. them chronicled the 
tale abortive Southern naval efforts which wreaked 
some damages but failed completely lift the blockade 
which was strangling Confederate commerce and states- 
manship. There are excellent descriptions naval 
battles and life the Confederacy those times. 
Were not for the over-explicit sex too many in- 
stances, the book would recommended. The items 
involved should not harm mature adult readers, but 
help render unpalatable what would otherwise have 
been very readable novel. 

Leonard Wolf, PhD., 


University Scranton 


Stevenson, Summerhills 


Rinehart. Oct. 311p. $3.50. 
Summerhills continues Stevenson’s history the 
Ayrton family, occupants Amberwell, old Scottish 
mansion symbolizing the values traditionand dura- 
bility world shift and change. Few complica- 
tions mar this account Major Roger Ayrton’s estab- 
lishment boys’ school near Amberwell. His son 
Stephen ready for school, but there are none the 
vicinity and his sister Nell refuses allow the boy 
travel far from home. the same time, Roger’s friend 
Arnold Madden, scholar crippled war service, 
wants teach but having difficulty securing post 
because his handicap. The obvious solution 
start school his own and, with fortune back 
him, Ayrton purchases nearby Stark Place from neigh- 
bors grown property poor, the Findlaters. Renovation 
the house becomes the major project Arnold, 
Roger’s widowed sister Anne, and Mary Findlater. 

The Ayrton’s Aunt Beatrice becomes ill Rome and 
Roger hastens her side. meets Dennis 
Weatherby, neatly warned his arrival Nell, and 
together they attempt solve the suggested mystery 
surrounding the patient’s disease. spite narrow 
streets, dark passages, black-clad landladies and un- 
communicative doctors, the apparent intrigue fails 
explained and the author concludes the diversion 
flying Auntie “B” back Scotland Roger’s care. 
Amberwell, Stephen’s governess Georgina Glass- 
ford whose passion for long-distance running requires 
stop-watcher for early morning turns around the 
grounds minor threat romantic developments. 
But Georgina proves danger the ladies. 
Their real enemy the inability their suitors 
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SELLER; 


articulate about their feelings and Nell has finally 
become annoyed Dennis bring him around, and 
Poppet Lambert, family friend, has intervene 
push Roger Mary’s direction. Arnold and Ann 
have agreed the kind relationship Anne wants~ 
since the experience unhappy 
marriage has spoiled her for second one. 
the end, the weddings Nell and Roger have 
place and Summerhills, the new school known, 
functioning under Arnold’s capable direction. 
trived from beginning end, Summerhills 
fairy-tale reading for those who like their romance 
done box and tied with nice pink bow. 
Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Boulle, Pierre Face 
Translated from the French Xan Fielding. 
Oct. 27, 1956. $3.50. 

There are few heroes literature these days; 
with some doubt that pick book this title 
soon becomes clear. Gradually the author 
apart the soul his hero, probing, explaining, 
ing, until all spread out his contemptible reality 
—no hero, but coward, liar, self-deceived psycho, 
public hypocrite, and finally, murderer. Such 
Berthier, rising young lawyer and Public Prosecutor 
the Southern French town Bergerane. For all 
this, his career goes on, for one knows his tru 
soul. the public has just completed his greatest 
case. 

The events are simple. Berthier was seated one 
Sunday afternoon the grassy bank the Rhone, his 
lovely fiancée dozing his shoulders. Suddenly 
sees young girl, accidenally fallen from her bicycle, 
stagger toward the river, bend over it, slip, strike her 
head and fall in. moment lethargy, then fear 
prevents Berthier from acting, and the girl 
beneath the water. Then his fiancée awakes, and 
afraid explain what has seen and why failed 

The next day sensational case breaks. The 
girl’s bicycle found, and near evidence 
and blood. She had had quarrel that afternoon with 
her lover, rich young man ill repute. The police 
were convinced was rape-murder case with 
the body the river. How could Berthier 
plain them what had seen, and failed 
They look him their superior. Carefully, 
ously builds scientific case, perfect that 
elicits confession from the confused young man. 
the trial, the Prosecutor demands the death penalty 
the great admiration the village and his new 
terrible story, the true sense, pitiless and 
heartening. There something inhuman its exact 
relentless probing into the soul its hero. you like 
this kind story, here ultimate. But 
seems miss reality going too far its fierce 
cature. Just the romantic errs oversweetness, 
this story seems too sombre and repelling. 


has intense power. 
Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 
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Hammond The Wreck the Mary Deare 
Knopf. Oct. 22,1956. 297p. $3.75. 
(Literary Guild Selection—December 


the sea all its power and its effect the 
men who sail it. This gripping tale the fury 
the waves when lashed gale and the futile efforts 
man battle it, especially when hampered the 
elemental savagery other men. 


John Sands, board his sailing vessel, almost run 
down the Freighter, Mary Deare, night. The next 
day boards the apparently abandoned ship, only 
the worn and weary skipper board. The gale 
forces both men take turns stoking and steering the 
ship, and through masterful navigation beached 
amid rocks. 

The inquiry which follows deepens the mystery at- 
tached the Mary Deare the captain refuses tell 
all knows. John Sands, through his belief the 
captain acquired during their struggle the gale, 
carries him back the Mary Deare. loses his own 
boat, again survives the rigors the gale-tossed waves 
amid rocks and surf, and finally reaches into the secret 
held the skipper the Mary Deare. 


lighter romantic touch added the daughter 
the former captain, and the novel comes happy 
ending. especially recommended reading for all 
who know the sea and have seen felt its fury, and 


Arnold, Elliott Rescue 

Duell, Sloan Pearce. Oct. 10, 1956. 340p. $5.00. 
“There were lesser heroes among the fliers and greater 
heroes. themselves none them were heroes. They 
were doing what they had been trained do, save lives. 
They were doing well because they had been trained well 
and because the spectacle human beings suffering from 
calamity that beyond them, suffering from blow nature 
that shapless and irresistible and remorseless, brings forth 
something noble from other human beings. 


makes them little better than themselves, that how- 
ever they are trained, they are instantly better trained; how- 
ever unselfish and devoted duty they are, they are once 
more so. saying nothing new say that human being 
very close the highest that can when able 
save the life another human being.” 
These words the author sum the entire spirit 
behind the deeds the Air Rescue Service all over the 
world. Elliott Arnold needs introduction 
author and has accomplished wonderful job 
presenting the work these men who daily risk their 
lives save others. has woven the words and 
feelings the rescued and the rescuers, with the facts; 
the result book full thrills, heroics and tragedy, 
that well worth reading. 


From Alaskan snow and ice, where the rescuer tells 
us, “Saving few lives now and then more important 
than what your personal stake life is. reaps re- 
wards its own Hawaii where the rescued 
was all golden the sun,” when she saw the 
helicopter over the raft she was the Pacific; from 
where they rescued former enemies and made 
friends, Formosa, the Philippines and HongKong, 
where they saved the crew and passengers the com- 
mercial plane shot down the Chinese Reds; from the 
desert and mountains Saudi Arabia, Iran, Morocco 
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and Greece, where the deeds the Service are Amer- 
ica’s best statesmen, the jungles Panama and 
Central America, where the Army commanding gen- 
eral said, don’t know any activity our Armed 
Forces that contributes more the furtherance the 
United States policy this part the world than the 
Air Rescue Service.” 


The perils Greenland and Iceland, the waters around 
England, the Alps Austria, the broken dikes 
Holland, all test the men Air Rescue Service. The 
Code, written its first commander: “It duty 
member the Air Rescue Service save life and 
aid the injured. will prepared all times 
perform assigned duties quickly and efficiently, 
placing these duties before personal desires and com- 
forts. These things that others may live.” 
challenge mankind. This branch our military 
saves lives—not destroys them. 


fitting tribute great race men and interesting 


for all readers. 
John Cullen, LL.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Standish, Robert 
Doubleday. Nov. 286p. $3.75. 


Blind Tiger the story five very interesting people— 
Johnny Holderness; Mary Venning; Lady Venning, her 
mother; David Trollope; and Michel, French shep- 
herd. the novel opens Johnny and Mary are teen- 
agers, the sole children widowed mothers attempting 
lead “the good life” the Riviera shoestring 
budget. Through the eyes David Trollope, British 
advertising man convalescing Nice, get know 
them and, indirectly, Trollope himself quite well. 
see them through their adolescence, the war years and 
the post-war years, periods which find Mary vainly 
attempting discover her niche and Johnny, his 
mother now dead and heir apparent some Pitts- 
burgh millions, trying the same thing. Mary’s 
attempts take her through war service Britain and 
unfortunate marriage which ends with her young hus- 
band’s heroic death the Battle Britain. Johnny’s 
searching takes him through the Spanish Civil War, 
French Underground activity and, finally, (and some- 
what reluctantly, for misguided idealist 
ever drew literary breath), acceptance those Pitts- 
burgh millions. 


Blind Tiger 


essentially well-written novel replete with sardonic 
good humor and discerning critical insight into that 
trying quarter century, 1930-55. 


The characterization excellent—Johnny and Mary 
represent, nicely and effectively, youth confronted with 
the intellectual and ideological conflict those years. 
David Trollope ever the “voice stability” advising 
caution and good sense. But the novel’s most fascinat- 
ing characters, one quite the antithesis the other, are 
Lady Venning and Michel. The former attractive 
example amorality one would expect meet, 
(incidentally, the novel derives its title from black 
market Lendon club which she runs with fabulous 
success), and the latter completely “the good shep- 
herd,” friend and confident Johnny, Mary, and 
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David, possessed with the gift healing, both mental 
and physical. 


Robert Standish, (author the successful Elephant 
Walk 1948), has fashioned eminently readable 


and interesting novel. 
Matthew O’Rourke, 
University Scranton 


Downey, Harris Thunder the Room 
Macmillan. Oct. 205p. $3.00. 


exceptionally fine first novel, Thunder the Room 
recounts the events single day the lives several 
members southern community, the last day the 
life David Yancey, good man driven the murder 
corrupt city official. The governor denies Yancey 
reprieve, and this last day the reader sees the 
effect the denial the minds Yancey, the 
governor’s beautiful wife Stella, and Lucy Warren, 
the only person town protest Yancey’s execution. 


Stella entertains serious doubts about herself and 
regards happiness her due. follow her through 
series small, intricately related events the day: 
shopping, lunching, entertaining. follow Lucy 
Warren also. Love had come thundering into Lucy’s 
life many years before and taught her the quality 
mercy. But she widow now, wanting power, 
out touch with the realities the community, sus- 
tained only memories. 

brilliant, sometimes metaphysical, point counter- 
point, Baton Rouge-born author Harris Downey moves 
from the escatological thoughts the condemned 
the quasi-coquettish fancies Stella, the protests 
Lucy. Much the writing sheer poetry. All 
worthwhile reading. demonstrates how really 
good first novel can craftsman with something 
say. 


O’Callahan, Joseph 
Was Captain the Franklin 
Macmillan. Oct. 23,1956. 153p. $2.75. 


this slow starting but nonetheless searing narrative, 
Fr. Joseph O’Callahan, the only chaplain 
naval history win the Congressional Medal Honor, 
relives the soul-testing moments experienced 
Catholic Chaplain aboard the USS Franklin, after 
was hit Japanese dive bomber the closing days 


World War 


The 27,000-ton “ship that would not die,” was miles 
off the coast Japan March 19, 1945. Over 3200 
men were deployed aboard the carrier. Mass honoring 
St. Joseph, patron happy death, had just been con- 
cluded when the bomber crashed. 


One hundred planes crowded the flight and hangar 
decks, each plane with gas tanks filled capacity, thousands 
gallons high octane gas ready burst into flame. And 
bombs, one-thousand and two-thousand-pound 
tached the planes were stacked various compartments 
throughout the ship. And rockets the flight deck, the 
hangar deck, the deck below. Sudden death was 
everywhere, for everyone, for the whole ship; death fire, 


all the resources thrown into the struggle save 
the stricken carrier, the greatest perhaps was faith. And 
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the reader follows Chaplain O’Callahan through the You 
steel jungle tangled hangar decks and beams, through sidered 
the crackle flames, the whine and blast bombs, 
attends the wounded and dying all faiths, leading 
work details critical areas, and otherwise displaying the 
courage and beyond the swept 
April the “ship that would not die,” carrying British 
complement 706 men, steamed into Pearl Harbor 
tional “Aloha.” were 
Father O’Callahan shares some extraordinary memories head 
with the reader. Wisely has understood that rhetoric taking 
match for the incredible feats heroism and specific 
survival which both witnessed and performed. Ac. Many 
cordingly has told his story simply and unforgetably easily 
well. Was Chaplain the Franklin worthy 
tribute America’s gallant fiighting men God and 
country. 

Arthur North, 

The Daily News, 

New York, New York 

notati 

Moorehead, Alan Gallipoli easy 
Harper. Sept. 19, 1956. 384p. $4.50. also dea 
Remember Gallipoli World War Perhaps you can 
not remember even World War say nothing about the 
what was possibly its strangest and most tragic 
paign. But you are verging into well deserved Dinamat 
senility and can therefore remember World War you 
may wish read about this campaign which nearly fathe 
wrecked the career Winston Churchill, then Firs 
Lord the Admiralty, the man who promoted 
What incomparably more important, was respon- island 
sible for 250,000 casualties among the British and 
French soldiers who participated it. disastrous 
did the campaign appear the time that was 
vestigated official board known the Dardanelles sends 
Commissioners. This group reported late 1917 that 
“from the outset the risks failure attending the 
prise outweighed its chances 
Precisely what, then, was the Gallipoli campaign? Was Browne 
actually the Churchillian blunder that was labelled 
was attempt the British and the French, 
during the period from April, 1915, January 1916, 
blast their way through the Dardanelles This bool 
stantinople. was hoped that thereby Turkey would consid 
forced out the war and Russia would given 
free access the Mediterranean, desirable situation long time 
say that further investigations made since 1917 make confrontir 
appear that the effort was justified and that succes are 
might have been achieved had the Allies devoted issue 
proper support the undertaking 
Alan Moorehead has made this very interesting “wat 
book.” You learn precisely why the campaign was devel his 
begun; you follow its progress; you learn how bitter 
were the differences among the army and navy officials 
involved. You also learn what the Turks and 
German advisers Gallipoli were doing. You follow 
the initial attempt made open the Dardanelles 
March 18, 1915. You are given detailed account 
the bitter fighting, from the Turkish well from These are 
the British point view, that took place April 25th. 
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You learn that the hill known Chunik Bair was con- 
sidered strategic that 50,000 men were killed 
for it. You learn how close the Allies came 
victory before the British government decided give 
the campaign. November, 1915, severe storm 
swept the Gallipoli peninsula, drowning hundreds 
British soldiers, freezing death many others and sub- 
jecting over five thousand them frostbite. the 
end January, 1916, the British and French soldiers 
were evacuated, the campaign failure. Alan Moore- 
head presents the heartbreak and heroism this under- 
taking his extremely well written account, filled with 
specific and pointed incidents relating the struggle. 
Many excellent maps enable the reader follow very 
easily the changing phases the campaign. 


Monsarrat, Nicholas 
The Tribe That Lost Its Head 
Sloane. Oct. 31,1956. 598p. $4.95. 


the end this long novel, the author has made 
notation the effect that was engaged writing 
during the period May, January, 1956. That 


believe. Not only the book lengthy but 
also deals with complicated issue considerable de- 
tail. The issue the relation between the white people 
and the Negroes imaginary island off the west 
coast Africa. the story opens the young Negro, 
Dinamaula, who has been studying England for 
seven years, returning the island become chief, 
his father having died. the same plane, returning 
leave England, Andrew Macmillan, Resi- 
dent Commissioner the native capital. Going the 
for the first time are David Bracken, young 
Government official, and Tulbach Browne, reporter. 
These four are the key figures the novel, but many 
others are added. Browne wishes stir trouble. 
sends London many stories which cause turmoil 
Parliament, especially among the liberals who feel 
that the Negroes are not being fairly treated the 
oficials the English government the island. 
Browne also uses Dinamaula cleverly, order cause 
the island. Bracken confused, veering 
from marked sympathy for the Negroes almost the 
opposite position. This change him the main 
current the story. 
This book, the author The Cruel Sea, may well 
considered one the more powerful novels the 
year. Some scenes are devastating; you will 
long time forgetting some the horrors depicted. 
ere much penetrating conversation. The problems 
confronting whjtes and Negroes who try live to- 
are met head on; there attempt evasion. 
The issues are, however, presented problems. The 
author not preaching. also looking for the 
one the burning issues this period 
world history. trying discover why friction 
develops between whites and Negroes. Who basical- 
blame for the friction, the friction unavoid- 
white men help hinder Why 
white men take jobs government officials Negro 
such men actuated high low prin- 
Has the white man any business Africa? 


These are some the basic questions considered. Not 
for the high school college library, dis- 
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criminating adults will have better understanding 
the issue segregation for having read this intensely 


interesting novel. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Howe, Helen The Success 


Simon Schuster. Sept. 24, 1956. 

The jacket The Success suggests that Simon and 
Schuster recognized the sister novel The Man 
the Gray Flannel Suit. another praiseworthy 
attempt dispel the popular myth that Gotham 
glamour co-existent with peace heart. Just 
gray flannel and all that symbolizes fails bring 
self-realization the modern male, “harlequin 
shaped glasses” and “the capacious calf satchel” fail 
bring the modern female bent “success.” 
This honest look the tendency many present- 
day females dissatisfied with the natural joys 
womanhood and crave celebrity though they lack 
great talent. focused look beyond the smiling 
face into the rather sad, hard eyes “The Success”— 
the type woman whom television employs sell 
things. 

the course the exposé there are less lengthy looks 
two types Proper Bostonian, (the elegant city 
crowd and the too-well-established-to-be-elegant coun- 
try crowd); one type Hollywoodian, (the vulgar); 
and two additional types New Yorker, (the nobility 
and the newly rich). This the flaw the book: 
Even “The Success” simply too predictable 
human. When her second husband comes home after 
the Second World War with the haunting memory 
poetic affair with Japanese girl and the desire 
become farmer, the book all but slides down into 
soap opera. The ending, however, saves it. There are 
some well expressed insights into the workings the 
mind such woman she reaps the fruits nar- 
cissism. 

Apparently written from point view other than 
the vague recognition the value the family and 
the evils divorce and empty ambition, the book 
records none those passionate reactions which are 
correlative sin, failure, loneliness and death. Perhaps 
there are such people the characters The Success 
who never think God immortality spiritual 
greatness and who never feel anything but selfish re- 
morse when their sins flower into unhappiness. so, 
then the author should recognize the tragedy such 
superficiality, tragedy far more poignant than the 
“The Success” achieve fideistic peace 
eart. 


Terence Netter, S.J., 
University Scranton 


Cowles, Virginia 
Gay Monarch; the Life and Pleasure 
Edward VII 

Harper. Oct. 17,1956. 378p. $5.00. 


Sparkling with the kind glamour that makes society 
pages today’s newspapers fascinating reading, Gay 
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Monarch unfolds biography Edward VII and the 
Edwardian Era. With dedication worthy research 
scholar, Virginia Cowles has pored through countless 
memoirs, published letters, biographies, and news- 
papers extract all the names, the activities, and the 
scandals that made the age glitter. The index the 
book reads like social registry the age. 


For contrast, the book begins with Albert Edward’s 
youth. Miss Cowles presents the harsh training and 
well-guarded upbringing the Crown Prince. The 
rigid discipline imposed Queen Victoria and Prince 
Consort Albert was responsible, Miss Cowles explains, 
for the reckless and romantic life indulged the 
Prince when was last given freedom indulge. 
His love for high society, good food, pretty women, 
and, general, lush living lasted throughout his life. 
Because this way developed deep understanding 
people and situations, Albert Edward made good 
king; albeit had neither the intellectual nor the 
moral qualities one might wish king. author 
Cowles’ words, Edward VII “proved that kingship 
more effective when exerts its personality than when 
exerts its brain.” her intention was prove that 
the king was human, she has succeeded; she wanted 
show that the man was kingly, she does not fare 
well. 


Miss Cowles makes judgment her subject. She 
presents his faults well his virtues. this much, 
she objective; but one feels somehow that she favors 
his One might wish that she would also with- 
hold judgment those whose faults she did not 
much enjoy. 


Written with definite feminine touch, the book should 
amuse those adult readers who would like know 
more about that “improvident and superficial and even 
vulgar” age, the society that made the age, and the 
man whose name bore. 


Slaughter, Frank 

Doubleday. Nov. 1956. 255p. $3.50. 
From the prolific pen Frank Slaughter comes 
another historical novel that will well-received 
fans the genre. The hero this time Osceola, 
Indian “Patriot and Warrior”; the narrator, blood- 
brother white settler; the love interest supplied 
the beautiful wife brutally ambitious Army officer; 
and the conflict set against the background the 
struggle between the Seminoles and the settlers for 
central Florida. Given these elements, the romance 
proceeds, historical romances are destined do, 
its well-made ending. 


Such book probably provides legitimate escape read- 
ing for the semi-adults our society. While can- 
not condemned either literary moral standards, 
neither can recommended having anything 
offer from either point view. The re- 
markably trite and contrived, even field noted for 
these qualities. would easy find something 
better read. 


The Warrior 


Joan Lonergan, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 
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Miller, Helen Topping Sing One Song 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Oct. 10, 1956. 320p. $3.50. 
Sing One Song novel about life Kentucky during 
the 1860’s. The song sad one, for its theme the 
hatred and the bitterness that convulsed the 
States during the Civil War. For there neighbor fought 
neighbor and father son. 

Although there are several lively episodes the book~ 
mainly skirmishes between Morgan’s legendary 
and Federal troops, the center the writer’s interest 
one small town where conflicting emotions and 
giances crisscross white heat. The dominant figure 
successful banker with Union leanings who en. 
gaged the sale contraband. adolescent son 
unwittingly goads into rebellious flight. daughter 
defies his oppressive authority marrying one 
Morgan’s men. Thus the relationship the banker 
with his own family and with the other families 
town the heart the story. 

Helen Topping Miller has written over fifteen 
and four hundred short stories. you like your fiction 
light, fast-paced, and deft the telling, you will enjo 
this entertaining tale for the mature reader 
with sure skill the hands practiced craftsman. 


Tharp, Louise Hall Three Saints and Sinner 
Little, Brown. Oct. 1956. 406p. $5.00. 

Julia Ward Howe, the author the “Battle Hymn 
the Republic,” was born 1819, when Washington 
Irving’s The Sketch Book began appear serially. She 
died 1910, the year Madame Curie published her 
Treatise Radioactivity. She and her two sisters, the 
“saints,” and their brother, the “sinner,” were the chil- 
dren Samuel Ward, the shrewd and highly success 
ful New York banker. the course their interesting 
lives, they took part most the social, political and 
cultural movements the growing Republic. 


Sam Ward—cheerful, colorful, close friend Long 
fellow and Sumner—somehow lacked the canniness 
his father. eight years his father’s death, 
Sam had wrecked the family’s prosperous banking 
Undaunted, soon won new fortune during the 
California Gold Rush and just promptly lost 
confidence himself unshaken, Sam shifted his atten- 
tion Washington, C., and within short space 
time emerged King the Lobbyists, amassing another 
fortune the process. This slipped quickly through 
his fingers and eventually died abroad, exile from 
his creditors. 

Annie Ward, shy and gentle girl, surprised the family 
marrying the princely Adolph Mailliard whose father 
was the natural son Joseph Bonaparte. She reigned 
over the Bonaparte estate Bordentown, New 
which Napoleon had lavishly prepared 
should the Empire fall. must have dreamed 
often during his bitter days St. Helena. 


Louisa Ward, “the beautiful Miss Ward,” married 
Thomas Crawford, the great American sculptor; 
his death, she exchanged vows with Luther Terry, the 
artist. Thus Louisa spent most her life the mids 
the thriving American artists’ colony Rome. 
son, Marion Crawford, achieved fame writer 
best selling novels. 
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Julia Ward is, course, the center interest the 
book. She grew with the nation and striking 
way her life mirrors and parallels the nation’s life— 
from the first exuberant gaiety the new-born Republic 
through the sharp pain Civil War and into 
the sobering and bewildering work reconstruction. 
Both were caught the iron clasp adversity and 
both endured. young girl, Julia was redheaded 
and beautiful, with the instincts and presence 
actress and the wit and intelligence minor George 
She married Samuel Gridley Howe, the cele- 
brated reformer from with restless passion 
for philanthropic adventures. The marriage was the 
tragedy her life. Howe, curious compound love 
and arrogance, was morbidly sensitive and jealous 
any independent action his wife’s part. Julia was, 
general, patient and understanding; but their married 
life together was excruciating. must admitted 
that she was unusual woman, far ahead her time 
and completely the humorless Howe. Some- 
where inside the gay belle New York society was 
tough inner core that changed her into writer verse 
and essays, student Spinoza and the German Trans- 
cendentalist philosophers, and famous lecturer. She 
became powerful organizing force the Woman 
Suffrage movement and, late life, the venerated 
author the “Battle Hymn,” she held place the 
heart the American public that perhaps other 
woman has ever attained. Incidentally excellent 
photograph Julia ninety, revealing radiance 
dignity and character, does much explain the im- 
pression she made upon her contemporaries. The 
book, inasmuch deals with Julia, not analysis 
her thought the content her religious beliefs. 
Rather absorbing record what she dreamed 
and planned, suffered and accomplished. The record 
remarkably rich warmth and detail, having been 
assembled with high literary skill from letters and 
diaries the Ward children well from the 
reminiscences their descendants. 

Thus, following the varied careers “three saints 
and sinner,” one discovers what meant 
wealthy, socially prominent, Protestant, and friends 
the great through almost century our nation’s life 
and growth. One also has the feeling being close 
the mind and heart our national experience. 


William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Ross, Zola Land Tame 
Bobbs-Merrill. Oct. 266p. $3.50. 


This Western narrative different stripe that 
history and fiction. The principal char- 
acters are fictitious but the scenes are authentic and 
some real characters are introduced. the excep- 
tion the three officers, Captain Willis, Lieutenants 
Dugger and Regard, all the others are actual historical 
persons and the details the battle Steptoe Butte 
are genuine except they are concerned with these 
characters. All this makes for stirring ad- 
venture centering around Rush Paxton who after fight- 
ing the Mexican War traveled the west 
scout with the army Fort Simcoe the 
Yakima Valley. This Washington Territory was the 
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home the unsubjugated Yakima Indians who 1855 
along with other tribes refused accept the treaty 
according which they were yield their native soil 
the White man. White settlers were attracted 
the opportunities the Territory but the Indians were 
prompt making them change their minds. 


Trouble began with the arrival the mysterious gam- 
bler, Theophilus Yates and his daughter, Veronica, 
Fort Simcoe. From the outset Paxton was suspicious 
Yates and possible agreement might have had 
with the Indians because his movements brought 
interference from them. Yates was knifed before the 
mystery was cleared and incidents increased stir 
the Yakima Indians rebellion. one knew 
who was league with the Indians because the war 
that was bound come could benefit many the 
White men. 


The narrative more credible than the characterization 
Veronica Yates and her naive reactions all the 
attentions she receives from those the Fort. This 
absorbing novel, filled with interest, although stilted 
some the dialogue. 


St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Stone, Irving Men Watch Mountains 
Doubleday. Sept. 26, 1956. 459p. $5.95. 


Since 1893 when Frederick Jackson Turner’s The Signifi- 
cance the Frontier American History startled the 
rank and file American historians, there have been 
attempts expand upon his thesis that 
the real birth American individualism was the 
West. has been and continues great chal- 
lenge for historians write well-balanced story 
our West. The challenge has not been overcome, but 
Mr. Stone has, nevertheless, done magnificent bit 
work this volume. 


The appeal Men Watch Mountains should 
reach everyone who has ever munched popcorn while 
perched three forward inches theaterseat while 
Gary Cooper, John Wayne, way back Tom Mix 
and Ken Maynard served pallid copies our real 
western heroes. 


Mr. Stone has found niche for colorful cast 
characters will found any single volume de- 
voted any single region our country. The geog- 
rapher’s West—California, Colorado, Nevada, Utah— 
was conquered the likes Fremont, Sutter, Donner, 
James Marshall and his three ounces gold, Hunting- 
ton, Hopkins, Stanford, Comstock, Crocker, Brigham 
Young, Kit Carson, Bret Harte, and Mark Twain. 
There also host other equally exciting but less 
famous infamous heroes and villains. 


There was bound excitement story set the 
magnificent scenery the Grand Canyon, Pike’s 
Peak, the Mojave Desert, Sutterville, Virginia City, 
Carson City, and Salt Lake City. The excitement 
would implicit gold rushes, silver strikes, railroad 
building, death marches through snow and sand, over 
mountains and plains and through wildernesses. The 
volume Mr. Stone has written has all that excitement 
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and is, besides, replete with vigilante activity, gun duels, 
lynchings. 

But there might have been room include this 
account few other points, (1) more the 
political development the West; (2) more the 
Indians; (3) more the impact the West 
rest America; and (4) more stories like the “Rose 
gem among anecdotes. recommend 
this volume scholars and devotees escapist read- 
ing. good better than any the seven pre- 
viously published items the Mainstream America 
Series under the editorship generally Lewis Gannett. 


Francis Gannon, 
University Scranton 


Wellman, Manly Wade 

Holt. Oct. 317p. $3.95. 
When the Civil War began 1861 companies from 
all over the South hurried join the Confederate 
Army. The Enfield Blues, North Carolina company 
organized 1859 the subject this book. Mr. 
Wellman has had enough great heroes. writes 
five young men who went war; their story based 
the experiences the Wills, Whitaker and Beavans 
families. the book has hero Bill Beavans who 
seems have melted hearts from North Carolina 
Pennsylvania. Somehow, this reviewer, the dirt, 
disease and heartbreak war missing 
family biography. Perhaps after Bruce Catton’s works 
there little left said. Mr. Wellman has written 
for local consumption, possibly. His book lacks fire. 
more suitable for Thursday afternoon discussion 
groups than required reading the Civil War. 
the other hand, Mr. Wellman has compiled pro- 
digious notes showing the time and work put into 
preparing Rebel Boast. This reviewer found the notes 
more interesting than the text. 


Frank Brown, 
University Scranton 


Rebel Boast 


Patterson, Stella Walthall 
Norton. 1956. 261p. $3.50. 
With light touch and light heart, Stella Walthall 
Patterson presents for her readers the little events that 
made her eighty-first year living eventful. She begins 
her story with her voluntary retirement small cabin 
her claim the Siskiyou mountains California— 
strange move for woman her age, and with quaint 
humor details her new world and her reflections it. 


The result delightful. There enough story hold 
interest, the characters are wonderfully real, and the 
atmosphere fresh the mountain mornings Mrs. 
Patterson enjoyed much when she managed get 
for them. Line drawings Alice Harvey add 
the charm the book. Well-written style de- 
veloped years cultured living, the book achieves 
the rare culmination literary lightness that produces 
pleasant reading. 


Dear Mad’m 


Joan Lonergan, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Wellman Patterson Resnik Clift 


Best SELLERs 


Resnik, Muriel Life Without Father 
Vanguard. 287p. $3.50. 


Back 1935 Clarence Day published book per. 
sonal recollections, rich domestic comedy, called 
Life With Father. new genre writing was 
nated then and there and the published world and the 
reading public have never been the same since. 
twenty years have had reminiscences life with 
every sort being from apes Auntie Mame, 
plethora reminiscences. hope the title this new 
book the Day tradition not prophetic things 
come, the “Lifes Without —.” 


can put this grim thought out our minds, 
possible enjoy Murial Resnik’s Life Without Father 
mild way. The author was divorced when her 
sons, Mike and Hank, were quite young; she was left 
with the unenviable job raising them 
The boys were early victims progressive education 
and they bore the scars long, thus creating most the 
comic situations the book. combination pre 
cocity and freedom expression may trying live 
with but funny the telling. And the little 
monsters were precocious, least hear their mother 
tell it. Their vivid imaginations and Charles Addams 
brand humor made for mad living, first among the 
Ringling circus people Sarasota, Florida, and later 
the basement apartment New York, where the 
“characters” collected thick and fast. all very gay, 
but sometimes little contrived and forced, lacking the 
felicity the Master, who lived with Father. 
Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Clift, Charmian Mermaid Singing 
Oct. 15, 1956. 320p. $3.75. 

you want get away from all, and can’t, then this 
might vicarious trip. The author and her 
band, professional writers, with their children, decided 
get away from urban existence London involving, 
everyone knows, rents, taxes, bills, children’s 
tion, friends’ demands, and all that. What they wanted 
was the island Kalymnos Greece, and that what 
they got, with much pleasure, and, implied, with 
much knowledge. 


The reader will absorb experience too, largely 
cause Charmian Clift (through her husband’s 
presents thoroughly unsentimental picture family 
four who leave London for bucolic Greece for what 
may seem sentimental reasons (“Let’s get away 
from these patterns living—they’re harrowing”). 
What she presents the opposite what you’d expect: 
idealized “We Took the Woods” affair with 
enormous amount feminine detail backwoods 
horrors pagan Greece. No, not feminine 
book the “lovely-beautiful-nice-pretty” sense. 
kind account, without any story, the family’s 
gushiness here. The author lures the 
reader into acceptance her accurate, descriptive 
tail, the concrete object (whether sight, hearing, 
smell) that impresses the imagination without excessive 
coercion. 


One gets the impression that would like know 
herself much. She rare woman who has learned 
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the writer more because, sense, she has concealed 
put aside her temporary likes and dislikes order 
let the readers see what she sees. Her husband, her 
two children, and she herself not get the way 
what she wants convey—the impression this island. 
You know that her family are more important her 
than any island, but for the time being she puts her 
family their place. The reader will pleased that 
dcesn’t have “friendly persuasion” attack aimed 
him. 

Paradoxically, however, though the author woman 
intelligence, she not concerned too much with 
intelligence. The effects upon the senses are important 
her and she writes brilliantly and intelligently about 
her sense-impressions. But what exudes from the senses 
the air abstraction and general verities does not 
especially interest her. So, for the reader who wants 
know what the author got from her leaving the 
civilized world the old island Kalymnos, there 
nothing else say than the fact that she liked it. 
Whether should all the same thing not 
unstated, but implied that you and should have 
vacation. 


Abaunza, Virginia Sundays from Two Six 
Bobbs-Merrill. Oct. 15, 1956. 222p. $3.50. 


The reactions sixteen-year-old girl, Cody Benson, 
her parents’ separation and impending divorce are 
sensitively and delightfully told this first novel 
New Orleans writer. Sometimes the reader reminded 
the honesty which went into Salinger’s Catcher 
the Rye, for there are phony spots here either. 


The title comes from that period the week when the 
father used his privilege visit his children, 9-year-old 
Peter and 7-year-old Pancho, well see Cody. 
There are many insights into human nature that 
you want read them someone you know will 
appreciate the author’s observations. For instance, 
“Alice Ferguson one the most wonderful people the 
world, and doesn’t all that she blind. have 
say this way you cannot just say that Alice 
Ferguson blind and then add how wonderful she is. 
Blindness always shocks people that they hardly notice 
what you say after that. will never forget hearing how 
Mrs. Adams telephoned Janet Green’s mother after midnight 
and said, ‘My dear, give you word honor that Janet 
not seriously hurt, but she has been accident and 
the 
Miss Abaunza, like her fictional heroine Cody, notices 
the small particulars that hold together the important 
things. light, pleasant reading for those from six- 
teen one hundred—something you can’t say about 
many “light” books. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


lawrence, Josephine The Empty Nest 
Harcourt, Brace. Oct. 10, 1956. 308p. $3.95. 

lecture The Empty Nest describing the depres- 
middle-age idleness, frightens Adair Moreland 
into taking job after the marriage her children. 
Her life, however, quickly complicated problems 
quite different from the expected emptiness. Neither 
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March nor Clover, her children, has learned 
ciency frugality, and their spouses are equally in- 
competent. The Moreland house consequently fills, 
and Adair inherits all the duties shirked her im- 
provident offspring. Wrecked cars, pregnancies, loans, 
charge accounts, Effie’s psychiatric treatment, food, and 
entertainment steadily consume all that Adair can 
earn. Eventually she has abandon her job play 
nursemaid the grandchildren. Usually, however, 
all this help expected and resented rather than 
appreciated. 

When she sees the young people shirking even their 
parental duties and thus risking divorce, Adair finally 
realizes that they must forced solve their own 
problems. unexpected inheritance gives her the 
climactic solution. She announces the children that 
she will give them the money, but the last 
rocket. She plans take full-time job, move into 
apartment, and let them rescue themselves from 
their own selfish shortcomings while she and husband 
Tim enjoy their forties. 

Some excellent portraits, particularly the feminine 
characters, are included. Family tensions, the subtle- 
ties in-law relationships, and Effie’s hypochrondria 
also are handled with the skill and insight born Miss 
Lawrence’s twenty novels. They largely offset the thin- 
ness suspense and structural diffusion the plot. 
Without becoming preachy, moreover, the novel has 
obvious lesson for both the over-protective parent 
and the generation that feels the world owes living. 
This value, together with the cleanness language and 
incident, deserves general reading public. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Walton, Evangeline The Cross and the Sword 
Bouregy Curl, Inc. Oct. 15, 1956. 303p. $3.50. 

This historical novel—the scene mostly Eng- 
land; and the time roughly 1000 A.D. deals mostly 
with the conflict between the English and the Danes 
and Norsemen. This novel must have special signifi- 
cance one well versed that period history—an 
Englishman, for example—to whom mutch the story’s 
locale would familiar. reader not the above 
class, the novel falls into that large category books 
which hold our interest enough keep reading but 
not enough keep from wholesale skipping. This 
due part the fact that the book tries 
too much—too much time covered, too many places 
and too many people. The hero even has two love 
affairs with some minor engagements thrown in. When 
you cram all this into 300 pages good sized print, 
things get crowded and complicated. 

The dust cover says that the story deals with the hero’s 
journey new religion, Christianity, and asks not 
too shocked some the evangelical methods 
the time. the writer the dust cover means that 
this the main theme, probably didn’t read too 
much the book. The hero does progress some 
sort Christianity and the activities the Christians 
not them candidates for canonization, but 
try make this into spiritual aeneid, stretching 
things beyond the breaking point. 
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Not long ago few passages the book would have 
made “objectionable this objection- 


Allen Geer Stegner 


ableness fades the hurly burly modern writing. 


James Ball, S.J., 
Buffalo, New York 


Allen, Steve 


Wry the Rocks 


Holt. Oct. 29, 1956. 177p. $3.00. 


The self-beguiling pun the title will scarcely cue the 
prospective reader the book’s contents. Just few 
verses echo the title’s stylish senselessness. 
more than half the poems are good, good enough 
deserve better fraternity than the scofflaw verse, 
cafe-society satires, and assorted poetic piffle also found 
the collection. not think that the two longest 
poems, Adolescence” and “The Block,” 
qualify genuine poetry. Expressed affective prose, 


the subjects would have fared even better. 


Steven Allen, pianist-turned-actor-turned-scop, would 
probably admit that his poetic equipment needs plenty 
sandpaper and polish. Still the books provide 
enough proof his undeniable literary talents. has 
poet’s way with words, quick perceptions, catholic 
sense wonderment, (the variety the themes shows 
this), and curiosity about the spiritual beneath the 
ply reality. When stops playing with sleights 
paradox and fashionable wit, begins sound sin- 
cerest. This notably true his reflective poems 
childhood and love, also some the nature pieces. 
These themes evoke his freshest imagery, while many 
the other poems, aping the cultivated realism the 
more perverse poetic trends, are flawed raw flashi- 


ness. 


religious subjects particularly, sounds slightly 
shrill and talks preaches “everybody’s 
good” and “very little evil’s done purpose”; yet 
refutes his crotchety theology poems like “Epitaph,” 
“The Bad Samaritan,” “Hell,” and “Char- 
ity.” tentative interpretation “Abandon” held 
faint smell impiety about it, polled the opinion 
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fact, 


Best 
high-ranking Catholic poet. They disagreed its Yet the 
meaning. cannot 
Thomas Rowan, C.SS.R., 
St. Marys College, 
Geer, Andrew Canton Barrier 
Harper. Oct. 31, 1956. $3.50. Egypt. 
fortune. scion the Virginia Jordans, Jeff fought 
with the Flying Tigers and now the proprietor 
China Coast Air Transport. Working with Jordan are 
American pilots, Bob Duffy, Slip Irwin, and Hal Butler, 
and Chinese-American office manager, Harvey Sang. 
The locale China 1949 with most the action Vol 
gathered about Canton. Jordan’s airline prospers, espe- 
cially evacuating Nationalists safer areas the 
Communists sweep steadily south toward 
Butler and Sang plot hijack gold shipment; how- 
ever, Butler killed plane crash before their plans 
are completed. Sang attempts carry out the robbery 
without Butler, but Sang’s men shoot Duffy mistake Each 
and the plane crashes killing all aboard. Meanwhile, 
Irwin tries steal case pencillin from the cha 
munists, and killed the vengeful Reds. Jordan’s thought, 
Eurasian girl returns Canton and joins hospital bec 
staff. Before Canton overrun the Communists, their 
Jordan escapes. But, when learns that the Eurasian 
girl and the hospital staff are captured, has himself the Living. 
smuggled back into Communist Canton—through the 
aid Meng Wong, the river-boat queen, and succeeds 
rescuing his beloved true Hollywood fashion. 
This book unsatisfactory, principally because 
basic defect narrative interest. The novel begins Hubl 
with considerable action; then time marked for about 
one hundred pages. The story becomes sketchy and 
episodic. Jordan fades and out the scenes. Miller 
though the hero, about all does stay the Marines 
wings occasionally play walk-on role while Duffy, with Gene 
Butler, and Irwin usurp the story. But Jordan Pearl 
ing for the grand climax—the rescue Mary Stuart Air Corps 
from the Communists. the last few pages action Air Force. 
again predominates, but obvious and hackneyed when the 
derring-do. There are many narrative loose-threads, 
Jordan suspicious Butler and Sang; hires deplored 
two men watch the schemers and then does not even enemy 
The style flat, and the description commonplace. Miller. 
There lack inspiration about Canton Barrier Back home 
which hangs over the story and penetrates like duration 
dreary, damp fog diffusing itself over London evening. 
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Fordham University, 
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That was 
Stegner, Wallace The City the Living 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 23,1956. 206p. $3.00. about two 
urbane and persuasive style, Wallace this review 

probes the minds and hearts lonely confused 
people. fact, isolation and hunger for fellowship 
seem the prevalent themes The City the meet 
Living, collection eight short stories. The 
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ment these themes detached and noncommittal. 
Yet the tales are told such beguiling way that they 
cannot but evoke sympathy for their forlorn characters. 


“The Blue-Winged Teal,” intelligent young man 
fees the shabby environment his father’s poolhall, 
the possession which his father’s only goal life. 
“The City the Living” bares the anguished vigil 
father his fever-ridden son’s bedside far away 
Egypt. Goes the Alley Cat” conducts photog- 
rapher and attractive social worker through the 
dums Los Angeles, while their conflicting points 
view juvenile delinquency are appraised. “Maiden 
ina Tower,” nostalgic piece, surveys the “era beau- 
tiful nonsense,” humiliating experience for bour- 
geois businessman. parents are constantly 
menaced their tyrannical daughter “Impasse.” 
“The Volunteer” affords little emotional shelter for 
brilliant but misunderstood schoolboy. “Field Guide 
Western Birds” venomous expedition among 
afluent Californians and their peculiar mores. Finally, 
Traveller” dwells upon moment kinship be- 
tween farm boy and stranded salesman. 


Each these stories definitely wrought 
etching; each, too, cold and stark the lives 
its characters, but each provides stimulation for 
thought, emphasizing how barren can the lives 
many because self-imposed destined isolation 
their fellow men. The mature, perceptive reader 
cannot but fail enjoy passing through The City 
the Living. 

Brendan Larnen, O.P., 

Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Hubler, Richard Man the Sky 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Oct. 407p. $4.50. 


Gib Miller had completed his flight training with the 
Marines early 1941, had served for several months 
with General Chennault’s Flying Tigers China, and 
after Pearl Harbor had been commissioned the Army 
Air Corps and assigned special duty with the Royal 
Air Force. Tis tour duty with the English ended 
when the British Air Marshal summoned him. 
commended Miller for his successes the air, but 
deplored his tendency break formation and engage 
the enemy single-handed. “The RAF considers you 


menace than help. Good day, Captain 
Miller.” 


Back home was assigned flight training for the 
duration the war. Resigning his commission took 
Palestine, helped organize the Israeli air 
force, Miller ended his flying career and his earthly one 
pilot for California aircraft company. Tak- 
ing off experimental jet plane roared off into 
the blue yonder and was not heard from again. 


That was Gib Miller’s final act defiance, and many 
Man the Sky will wish had happened 
about two hundred pabes earlier. the opinion 
this reviewer the chief fault the book the chief 
Sullen, morose, unsympathetic, indifferent 
could meet work fiction. His fellow officers 
admirable forbearance. The girl loved very 


Hubler Allen 
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married somebody else. One might put his 
choleric disposition down Rum and Coke, horrid 
drink which consumed great quantities. But the 
author insists that the real cause his malady was his 
frustrated desire understand life its deeper mean- 
ings. The truth that Gib Miller not equal the 
task. would have been act kindness had the 
author put him touch with someone with bent for 
philosophic speculation. any rate the tragic hero 
must not permitted grouse his way through four 
hundred printed pages. 


There are one two morally objectionable passages 
connected course with encounters with 
women. the whole Man the Sky never gets off 
the ground. 

James McDonough, 

St. John’s College, 

Cleveland 14, Ohio 


Much Ado About 
Nov. 13, 1956. 380p. $4.50. 


People the entertainment world generally have 
strange set values. Fame fickle, and applause 
fleeting. whole life dedicated such ephemeral 
goals can easily become very sad experience, unless 
notable gift sense humor. 


Allen, Fred 


Little, Brown. 


Fred Allen’s Autobiography clear light cast 
very dreary life. Recounting, does, the early days 
his career before his connections with the radio, 
largely the story the hard struggle survive. Years 
and years playing the small-time houses across all 
sections our country with pretty much the same 
vaudeville act does not add very sprightly ma- 
terial. However, Allen honest, and does present 
vivid impression the life one like himself, who, 
says “did not have any great talent, but could 
could remain the entertainment world with such 
lack encouragement during his years the legiti- 
mate stage. 


Foreword, Fred Allen tells some advice given 
him John Steinbeck, concerning how write 
book. “Just tell what Put all in. Don’t 
try organize it. And put all the details you can 
remember. Don’t think literary form. Let get 
out wants to. Over tell the matter detail 
—cutting comes later.” There doubt that fol- 
lowed this advice very closely. died before com- 
pleting the account his vaudeville days, which were 
last few years beyond the 1928 period related 
his book. But there’s the rub. “The cutting comes 
later,” says John Steinbeck, but Fred Allen never had 
the chance follow this part Steinbeck’s advice. 


Only previous interest Fred Allen person, 
the history small time vaudeville its heyday, 
will make worth while read Much Ado About Me. 
Others will find too wordy, little faded, and over- 


all, little bit sad. 
Brother John, F.S.C., Ph.D., 
LaSalle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Yohannan, John (Editor) 
Treasury Asian Literature 


Day. Oct. 25,1956. 487p. $7.50. 

Keene, Donald Modern Japanese Literature 
Grove Press. Nov. 440p. $4.75. 

Runes, Dagobert Treasury World Literature 
Philosophical Library. 1956. 1450p. $15.00. 


Most attractive these three anthologies Yohannan’s 
nicely balanced and well patterned selection from the 
classics India, Persia, China, Japan. particularly 
liked the arrangement groups devoted Story, 
Drama, Song, Scripture. Parables and epigrams from 
the Panchatantra, the Gulistan and the Mathnawi are 
enough give the flavor these ancient works with- 
out wearing the reader for more than pages. 
rather less-than-characteristic, but also less familiar tale 
from the Thousand and One Nights, chapter from 
The Tale Genji, and anonymous moral tale from 
the Mahabharata and the Shanamah occupy 100 
pages. The complete play Shakuntala included 
the drama section together with Japanese play, 
Atsumori. The lyric, philosophical and romantic poetry 
representative enough. From the Asian scriptures 
there are excerpts from Confucius’ Analects, from the 
Tao Teh Ching, the Bhagavad Gita, the Dhammapada 
and the Koran. Bibliographies and chronologies make 
this more valuable reference and reading book. 


Mr. Keene supplements his previous Anthology 
Japanese Literature with collection samplings from 
1868 the present. There are some twenty-seven 
different writers represented, not counting the variety 
poets who are quoted six chapters strategically 
placed represent the three periods the Japanese mark 
from 1868, (up 1912; 1912-1926; since 1926). Most 
the translations have not previously appeared 
print, many most were done for this collection. 
Valuable for libraries, school and public; and for the 
many American soldiers who developed affection 
tor Japan during the last ten years. 


Mr. Runes’ ungainly volume arranged alphabetical 
order, the authors’ names, Aeschylus 
Zweig (Arnold; Stephan not here). There little 
use taking exception the snippets each author’s 
work Dr. Runes has chosen; two anthologists ever 
will agree; tastes, fortunately, differ widely. But this 
seems try cover too much ground. And does 
little credit any the writers represented, save 
signalize them quotation. Rather than “Treasury,” 
should call this “Sampler World Writing.” 


Deuel, Leo (Editor) 
The Teacher’s Treasure Chest 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 23,1956. 372p. $4.95. 


After introduction Benjamin Fine, who has been 
writing about education for the New York Times these 
many years, follows collection stories, essays, bits 
autobiography, verse, cartoons, editorials whole 
host well-known writers, from Anonymous through 
Thurber and beyond. The thread that strings these 
heads together the vocation, the profession, the 
frenzy-fine, whatever that makes teachers teach and 
keeps them it. recommends itself volume 
that might well cheer any teacher, kind pharma- 
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copoeia for cure alleviation classroom blues. Fo, 
ali those who have been through the process 
tion, even only the receiving end, this “treasury’ 
can awaken rekindle old affections, too. 
pleasant find bits Mistral, Peguy, and Flandray 
among the predominantly American (and some British) 
writers represented. 


Pierre, Abbé Abbe Pierre Speak; 
Translated Repland. Sheed Ward. Oct. 
1956. 203p. $2.75. 

The personification the Abbe 
tells introduction his early youth, his vocation 
the priesthood, his numerous illnesses while the 
seminary; narrates his experiences the war-time 
his first contact with the destitute Paris. The ignoran 
this book made talks gave over the 
radio. Throughout stresses the fact that living 
for the poor worker not matter kindness but 
justice, and bitter times toward those who not 
feel this something sacred. The Abbe narrates how 
the Disciples Emmaus, his newly formed 
were able house, rescue thousands 
need. His disciples, monks poverty and men 
action, are building new world based charity, 
against many odds. This challenging and inspiring 
book, illumined with the light Assisi. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G, 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Cannon, Poppy 
Gentle Knight: Husband, Walter White 
Rinehart. Nov. 1956. 309p. $3.95. 
Poppy Cannon lets hero worship betray her into 
some maudlin remarks the end this book, they 
are the exception; for this not romantic and 
mental vindication the right people mary 
whom they please. Although they had been friend 
for over years, was only 1946 that 
White, secretary for the National Association for the 
Advancement Colored People, and Poppy Cannon 
began see their way clear marriage. After much 
soul searching, they were quietly wed July 1950, 
and went abroad escape publicity. Among their own 
group they found more than 
Turkey, Israel, Egypt, Pakistan, India and the Philip 
pines they found that their marriage did much 
crease American prestige. was only the that 
resentment was found, the greatest furore being created 
the negro newspapers. Poppy Cannon was 
Walter White was colored. 
What happened Poppy’s first husband, the father 
her three children entirely glossed over; and 
ter’s children and his divorce are only casually 
tioned. Poppy reports that not only were her children 
not harmed the union, but helped immeasurably 
contact with Walter. She herself was not resented 
the colored, but was accepted warmly, especially 
women. 
Poppy’s portrait man tender and affectionate, 
with immense capacity for gracious living when 


Hales, 
Kenedy. Oct. 


prominent 
the establishr 
tation throu 
Giuseppe 
revo 
from 

Wher 
failed, 
pla 
revolutic 


ritish) 


peaks 


ct. 10, 


Pierre 
Cation 
the 
r-time 
and 
rest 
but 
not 
how 
group, 
perate 
nen 
harity, 


NovEMBER 15, 1956 


find the time, entirely devoted his work, with 
instinctive flair for the right thing say do. 
had his defects, too—an inordinate vanity, dis- 
for abstract thought, and too little time for prayer. 
This biography would suitable reading for adults. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Kane, Harnett and Inez Henry 
Miracle the Mountains 
Doubleday. Nov. 320p. $3.95. 


This the story the tremendous influence Martha 
Berry the lives thousands people the moun- 
Georgia. Although Martha had only limited 
education herself, she was shocked 
the ignorance three mountain children who came 
her comfortable plantation home. She set 
Sunday School classes cabin she had used 
when child. The avid interest children 
and parents alike encouraged Martha open Day 
This expanded into boarding school which 
the pupils did manual work for two hours each day 
pay for four hours instruction. Finally, Berry 
provided college educations 30,000-acre 
ampus for thousands students who were advised 
Martha “put your brains into your fingers and 
your fingers into your work.” 

The bitter struggle provide funds finance her 
brought Martha into the company the na- 
leading philanthropists. Her encounters with 
Andrew Carnegie, Theodore Roosevelt, Henry Ford, 
others make fascinating reading. She was 
honored guest the White House, was presented 
the Court St. James; and shortly before her death 
the age 75, October, 1941, she was given the 
medal award the National Institute Social 
Miss Henry, with whom Harnett Kane col- 


writing this biography, Berry School 


and Miss Berry’s successor. Martha Berry’s 


inspiring and may recommended all 


Lenore Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 


and the Secret Societies 
Kenedy. Oct. 226p. $4.95. 


prominent member one secret society and the 
another whose members were dedicated 
establishment independent republican Italian 
through their own martyrdom necessary, 
Giuseppe Mazzini played leading role two at- 
revolutions which were utter failures. How- 
from these activities and from his writings, his 
great patriot, arch-conspirator, fiery 
and “true prophet” new era 
grew legendary proportions while himself 
ineffective exile England for eleven 
When 1847-1848 others succeeded where 
tad failed, was hailed one the true heroes and 
placed the first position power the 
revolutionary government. His legend and writ- 
from afar had, part, inspired the revolution 


Kane Hales Wertham Padmore 
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which resulted his becoming the First Triumvir 
the Roman Republic 1848, replacing the Pope 
temporal ruler Rome. 


scholarly work designed for particular and limited 
audience, this biography unfortunately also fairly 
dull even for those who have fair understanding 
early 19th century political history. suitable for 
those adults who have some comprehension the rise. 
Italian nationalism and the political philosophies 


the period. 
Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Wertham Frederic, The Circle Guilt 
Rinehart. Oct. 15, 1956. 211p. $3.00. 


Some months ago newspaper headlines screamed the 
story “model” boy who was murdered Puerto- 
Rican “hoodlum.” The terms “Hoodlum,” “emotion- 
less,” “cocky,” “sadistic” all were used describe the 
assailant. penetrating analysis, Dr. Wertham lays 
bare the psychological and social background Frank 
Santana, the boy brought trial for the murder. 
analysis equally penetrating the author holds for 
all see the responses the newspapers, courts, gen- 
eral public and the prosecution. excellent 
study social psychology, recording does the com- 
munity’s reaction, reaction colored ignorance 
the true facts, prejudice deep-rooted nature, 
and preconceived notions based social stereo- 
type. 


doubtful that all who read this book will agree 
with Wertham. also sure that, despite his excel- 
lent sociological critique Puerto Rico and Puerto- 
Ricans, many will remain adamant their ideas. 
Whether not one agrees, doubt any one can read 
this book without becoming disturbed. times Dr. 
Werham too angry completely objective; but 
altogether possible that have all been too objec- 
tive and too little angry about delinquency for the 
good all. 


Dr. Wertham looks into the role the school plays and, 
far New York City concerned, finds has 
failed its responsibility. The work many agencies 
criticized and, while may recoil from the blow, 
perhaps should prompted critical evaluation 
agency functions. 


Written with conviction, experience, and most articu- 
late pen, this psycho-sociological study deed 
and its doer. For all who are interested children, 
delinquent model, The Circle Guilt urgently 


recommended. 
John Baldi, M.S.Sc., 


University Scranton 


Padmore, George 

Pan-Africanism Communism? 
Roy. Oct. 15,1956. 451p. $5.00. 
Mr. Padmore’s book essentially propaganda tract 
using the format history African nationalist 
movements. cause serves complete self- 
government for the African peoples the earliest date. 
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Mr. Padmore’s view, this attainment self govern- 
ment closely linked with the overthrow “economic 
imperialism,” the institution democratic socialism, 
and the federation the African nations into United 
States Africa. Furthermore, opposes any politi- 
cal privilege for racial minorities and advocates voting 
common roll basis. 


The history begins with the establishment 
Sierra Leone and Liberia havens for ex-slaves and 
continues present day activities the Gold Coast, 
Nigeria, and Kenya. The theme this history that 
black nationalist movements have been often thwarted 
white men, even the white men the political 
left. Thus the Negro must look himself, and not 
the white man for his freedom. 

Mr. Padmore explains this repeated thwarting the 
Leninist theory imperialism. This theory holds that 
capitalist nations are necessarily imperialist, because 
they need protected markets for their surplus produc- 
tion, and fields lucrative investment for their surplus 
addition, imperialism assists capitalism 
staving off the “Marxian” immiseration the mother 
country’s working classes shifting the effects ex- 
ploitation from the worker home the native the 
colonies. the working classes home are 
induced become supporters imperialism, because 
the capitalists buy them off with social security benefits 
financed through the proceeds colonial exploitation. 


The use such ideological explanations seriously 
undermines the value this book analytical 
effort. Furthermore, his treatment some historical 
incidents decidedly sloppy. striking example 
this tendency his attribution the post World War 
independence Poland, Finland, and the Baltic States, 
the generosity Lenin’s nationality policy, implying 
the same time that the Ukraine stayed the 
U.S.S.R. its own free choice. 


Warne, William 
Bobbs-Merrill. Oct. 1956. 314p. 
Dr. Warne was the director the Point program 
Iran from late 1951 through 1955,, and this book 
narrative his experiences during those years. 


The basic mission the Point program was 
show the how they could improve their stand- 
ard living. The means used this program were 
technical instruction combined with moderate amount 
economic aid. The emphasis the program was 
upon the development host small projects that 
would help improve the standard living, and demon- 
strate the Iranians how they could carry them for- 
ward. Thus most the projects involved better or- 
ganization effort relatively modest capital improve- 
ments. This policy was the antithesis the flashy 
project approach, where the resources the country 
are mobilized build stupendous dam, which may 
may not raise the standard living. 

partial list the projects undertaken during the 
author’s administration would include: development 
healthier water supplies; spraying the country with 
DDT; building schools and training teachers for the 
villages; improving the breed chickens and jackasses; 
improving the marketability Iranian cotton through 
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better seed and closer control the ginning 
and many more. summary, the Point 
the land-grant college idea blown world 
portions. 


All this work went during the crises Dr. 
sadegh’s regime, when mobs rioted the streets, 
the nation was anything but politically stable. Hoy. 
ever, the technical assistance work suffered little 
ruption because the Iranians realized that its 
was help them. 


would recommend Dr. Warne’s book those 
are interested the workings the Point program, 
well those who enjoy interesting 


memoirs. 
John Gorman, Ph.D., 
Washington, 


High, Stanley Billy Graham 
McGraw-Hill. Sept. 274p. $3.95. 

This biography Stanley High warm, 
touching account the life, development and 
the generally respected times controversial 
man who spite his uncommon success has 
aged retain the common touch. man who 
gone long way since the day delivered his firs 
sermon. Particularly moving the description Ruth 
Graham’s influence her husband’s career and mis 
sion. influence, one suspects, without which 
Graham would not have scaled the heights now 
inhabits. 


Lest accused avoiding the widely discussed 
issues Billy’s finances and the fate his 
Mr. High devotes one chapter the former and 
the latter. includes the audit published the 
Nashville newspapers the conclusion the 195 
Crusade and testimonies several converts 
that readers might decide the issues the light 
authentic evidence. 


The flash-back style presentation employed rather 
largely the author may not appeal some. How 
ever, does get away from the old, “he was born,” “he 
was educated,” “he married,” etc., format dear 
less imaginative biographers. his introduction 
High declares that close-up study the man and 
his work convinced him that Dr. Graham stands the 


Shepard, 


Hanover Hou 


This volume 
provoc 
but 
hims 
him may 
may not 

ture, and 


this 
bok also 

man, 
implies 
himself; alor 
articula 
live 


succession great evangelists and that his 
Only one type book could follow from such what 
viction. Mr. High has written that type book. and move, 
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O’Donnell, Thomas J., Medicine 


Newman. Sept. 21, 1956. $3.75. 


Full interesting cases everyday medicine, this book 
both readable and refreshingly straightforward 
answers good and evil practice the area 
cine and surgery. Since Fr. O’Donnell Regent and 
Professor Medical Ethics the Georgetown Univer 


Mos 


and 
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ity School Medicine and the Georgetown Univer- 
ity Hospital, comes surprise that his book con- 
brief summary Catholic teaching almost 
discipline allied with morality. The logical 
fundamental truths and basic principles 
the introduction, the marshalling various opinions 
each case the text, and the whole lay-out make 


publication fine contribution the fields both 


medicine and morality. Fr. O’Donnell’s explanation 
the Principle Double Effect and its application 
the book can invaluable assistance 
interested the science right living. His 
the sacredness and dignity the living 
human person, marriage from the viewpoint both 
canon and natural law, the obligatory nature pro- 
secrets, the problems pregnancy and de- 
mutilation and terminal illness clear and 
and timely. Although the work intended 
new and practical textbook restricted and 
field, recommended anyone inter- 
the goodness and badness human acts, but 
specially those whose profession might bring them 
with medical practice. Doctors, nurses, and 
should find place for some well- 
thumbed corner their libraries. 


John McNicholas, 
University Scranton 


Shepard, Irving (Editor) 
Jack London’s Tales Adventure 
Hanover House. Nov. $4.95. 


This volume contains some very good short stories and 
provocative passages from Jack London’s novels; 
but the most interesting character the book the 
himself. The picture which this selection gives 


him may distorted and some way untrue; 


may not the picture Jack London, but pic- 
ture, and very definite one. 


from this assortment fiction and non-fiction—the 
also contains some autobiographical notes and 
jurnalistic emerges self-made 
man, marked with some the limitations which that 
implies. spite huge difficulties educated 
himself; alone and almost unaided attained literary 
articulateness, and reached the point where 
live quite comfortably, even luxuriously, the 
his writing. achievement his education 
was splendid; but its objective content his learning 
was not impressive. was born story-teller who 
what details use order make story live 
move, but lacked that command over language 
wins for the story-teller the admiration edu- 
men. had read enough and seen enough 
articulate the miseries the poor, but his 
those miseries remarkable for its sim- 
rather than for its eloquence. had excel- 
knt case against British capitalism but must have 
nade ineffectual against laughing Englishmen the 
with which launched his investigation— 
London cab driver simply drive him 
the East End. saw clearly the poverty and distress 
thousands Americans but his failure under- 


all the forces work here made him poor 
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prophet concerning the future the class struggle 
America. 


London had his limitations; could, however, create 
tremendous excitement through the short story. The 
Klondike may never have been what made out 
be, but his Klondike fascinating place. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


OUT-SIZE BOOKS: GIFT SUGGESTIONS 
Grigson, Geoffrey and Charles Gibbs-Smith 

Things 
Hawthorn. Nov. 16, 1956. 466p. $10.00. 10”) 
companion book the previously published People 
and Places, this “volume objects devised man’s 
genius which are the measure his civilization” ar- 
ranges interesting little essays encyclopedia-fashion 
alphabetical order, with “bagpipes” following “axe,” 
“coaches” followed “coffins,” “prayer-wheels” 
“pressure cookers,” “valentines” and “zig- 
gurat” “zip-fastener.” handsomely illustrated, 
pages which are color. Make nice gift 


Spectorsky, (Editor) Book the Sky 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Nov. 1956. 512p. $10.00. 
10”) 

Handsome the apt adjective for this companion 
the same editor’s The Book the Sea. Superbly illus- 
trated photographs and line-drawings, something 
anthology writing about the sky, with excerpts 
from Ovid, Petrarch, Tycho Brahe, Copernicus, Dos 
Passos, Poe, Cocteau, Kafka, Whitman, and number 
others the reader would not have guessed. 
divided into six parts “Men Venture into the Sky,” 
“Men Live and Work the Sky,” “Men Against the 
Sky,” “Men Study the Sky,” “Men Fight the Sky,” 
Wonder the Sky.” recommends itself 
gift book; but also valuable book for the library. 


Brown, Allison Travis Heritage 
Coward-McCann. Nov. 14, 1956. 200p. $7.50. 

The author has here attempted outline history 
the arts western civilization expression his- 
tory and has not only written the text but supplied the 
some 1400 sketches which illustrate it. The result 
interesting and fairly thorough history art which 
recommends itself text for art appreciation courses 
well for handy reference. 


Driggs, Howard The Old West Speaks 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 22, 1956. 220p. $10.00. (8” 11”) 


This book recollections the West our 
grandfathers and great grandfathers, illustrated 
color reproductions paintings William Henry 
Jackson and pages photographs. The illustra- 
tions are not paginated and therefore add some 
pages the text. The reminiscences, anecdotes and 
collected lore are gathered together according geo- 
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graphical location; although the result somewhat 
haphazard, the material continually interesting. For 
western addicts this would appropriate choice 
gift. Libraries will find popular, too. 


Paton, Alan South Africa Transition 
Scribners. Oct. 26, 1956. $5.00. (812” 1114”) 

The auther Cry the Beloved Country writes in- 
troduction the whole problem South Africa, giving 
brief history and geographical summary the area, 
and contributes introduction each the several 
sections, Natal, Cape Town, Johannesburg; The Peoples, 
the Mines, the Political and Racial Problems. But 
these serve merely elucidate and link together the 
striking photographs Dan Weiner which tell the 
greater part the story with real impact. This, too, 
seems intended entry the Christmas gift-book 
market rather than permanent authoritative con- 
tribution the study South Africa. 


Bentley, Nicholas (Editor) The Pick Punch 
Dutton. Oct. 15, 1956. 176p. $3.95. 11”) 
Malcolm Muggeridge’s Foreword, “Tread Softly for 
You Tread Jokes” worth almost the admission 
price this carnival wit and wisdom, parody, satire, 
and plain foolishness, salted with cartoons that triumph- 
antly survive transatlantic crossing. This the kind 
bargain one can recommend enthusiastically for giv- 
ing any literate adult and for inclusion one’s list 
things give one’s self. The quota smiles and 
chuckles and lightening laughter much bigger than 
average. ought award this one four stars. 


Giovanetti Max Presents 
Macmillan. Nov. 1956. 127p. $3.75. 11”) 


Anyone who has made the acquaintance the tem- 
pestuous and cynic scamp woodchuck named Max 
will prepared laugh the way views some 
the other animals and people who make this won- 
derfully silly world. There will disappointment. 
Giovanetti can put his finger squarely the idiocies 
that make life amusing spite everything else. 
There reason for this book save sheer fun. That’s 
reason enough any time. This rare treat. Good 
for what ails anyone. 


Lariar, Lawrence Hunt and Damned 
Prentice-Hall. No. 1956. $2.95. 11”) 


somewhat strenuous effort rib the gunning nim- 
rods, this gallery types, cum-advice for the woods- 
tracker, illustrated the author. will please and 
amuse the outdoorsy man. Others may find point- 
less and even bit labored. 


Hokinson, Helen The Hokinson Festival 
Dutton. Oct. 31, 1956. $5.00. (8” 1012”) 

This generous collection the inimitable cartoons 
the late Helen Hokinson has not bothered number 
the pages but there are over three hundred, with 
average two drawings per page. All the drawings 
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clue- 
adding 


appeared originally The New Yorker, with which 
magazine Miss Hokinson was associated almost from 
first issue. Mr. James Reid Parker, who supplied 
the captions—it the combination caption 
drawing which makes these cartoons constantly 
almost imperishably amusing—has appended 
Miss Hokinson which affectionate and 
tive. And John Mason Brown has also contributed 
“appreciation.” This would one the best 
for the gift book requirements. will certainly 
one and will surely amuse, for long time, 


Ketcham, Hank Dennis the Menace vs. Everybod; 
Holt. Oct. 31, 1956. $1.00. 
This slim collection moments the busy life 
the irrepressible and irresistible little menace named 
Dennis only just bit outsized linear dimension; 
But Dennis captivating and often enough funny 
enough deserve special mention. 


CLUE-WORKS 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Harling, Robert The Enormous Shadow 
Harper. Oct. 271p. $3.50. 


London newspaper’s New York representative 
turns England for ten day leave and, his 
in-chief’s insistence becomes involved exposing 
Member Parliament and highly skilled 
tician active members communist apparatus 
also becomes romantically interested Julia Lewis 
the professor’s estranged wife. The adventure 
ordinarily well told, low key and with skillful 
ism detail. This literate and convincing nove 
suspense which never stoops the 
hackneyed. 
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Albrand, Martha The Linden Affair 
Random House. Nov. 12, 1956. 239p. $3.00. 

Martha Albrand’s latest novel suspense and 
one her best, which high praise. The 
tion the plot requires communist masquerade 
the former Robert Linden, German 
official high character who had been imprisoned 
concentration camps and Russian slave-labor camps 
The bogus Linden, carefully schooled his 
tion, succeeds being appointed Head the police 
West Germany. There also Professor 
who had been rescued from behind the Iron Curtain 
only kidnapped again. American 
and Linden’s daughter supply romance and suspense 
well. first class fare. 


Douglass, Donald McNutt 

Harper. 211p. $2.95. 
Put this down your list one the most 
and entertaining novels suspense several 
The scene one the Leeward Islands, 
beaches, jungle, cane plantations, and huge old can 
mill called “Rebecca’s Pride.” The characters 
different, and the clues are unusual. know! 
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native Captain Police the narrator and 
chief clue-raveller, calypso music, dueling pistols and 
attractive narrative style, Mr. Douglass gives promise 
adding much clue-fans, not also the films. 
Manchenil real creation. 

Rosaire, Forrest White Night 
Nov. 1956. 224p. $3.00. 

sixteen-year-old boy moves into his wealthy aunt’s 
home for summer her invitation; but deter- 
mined revenge her his mother’s death, for which 
blames her. His bungling attempt drive her mad 
succeeds. The atmosphere compound 
and psychological analysis that sometimes 
but sufficiently interesting keep the reader 
moving the climax. The difficulty with the plot 
difficulty finding any sympathy with the cen- 
characters. 


Reilly, Helen The Canvas Dagger 
Random House. Nov. 209p. $2.95. 


Miss Heilly dependable puzzle maker. For this 


she has stirred together Cape Cod artists, Green- 


Village portrait painter, defenestration, arson, 
and set Inspector Christopher McKee the job 


fitting the bits and pieces together find the pat- 
There romance between Sarah Casement, 


the young lady who fortuitously witnesses the first out- 


murder, and enigmatic and 


Tom Gillespie who seems more closely 
his uncle’s wife, Lisa. all comes out 


you could wish, although some the 
ends are knotted loosely. 


Dean, Spencer Marked Down for Murder 
Doubleday. (Crime Club Selection) Nov. 15, 1956. 
$2.75. 

The locale the Store Superlative, fashionable mart 
Fifth Avenue; the problem, organized ring 


probably responsible for the murder 


member the gang, young girl still her 
the detective, Don Cadee, the store’s Protec- 
Association police. Atmosphere authentic and 
the characterizations deft; the plot good, bit far- 


But some lurid scenes restrict recommendation. 


Beware the Curves 
Morrow. Nov. 224p. $2.95. 


Stanley Gardner beginning show through the 


Fair pseudonym under which the Bertha Cool- 
Donald Lam series penned. good third this 
ine takes place, Perry Mason, courtroom. Six 
after presumably shot and killed wealthy 
Grove (Calif.) tycoon, John Dittmar Ansel 
out hiding and employs the Cool-Lam agency. 

nald runs into Stella Karis, also Citrus Grove, 
ind the two themes work out satisfactorily tricky 


Casual sex attitudes mark this adult 
fare, 


Rosaire Reilly Dean Fair Books for Advent 
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BOOKS FOR ADVENT 


Readers every type will find something least, per- 
haps much, interest and profit among the twenty 
books very briefly commented below. reason 
venerable old age, certainly, American translation 
the Exercises St. Gertrude (Newman, 191p., $3.00) 
deserves mentioned first. The Exercises this 


Benedictine saint, born just seven hundred years ago, 


are mainly prayers her own composition that would 
appeal most contemplative nuns. 


new translation St. Francis Sales’ Introduction 
the Devout Life (Newman, $3.00) will in- 
crease the popularity this guide for lay folk which 
has been favorite almost since the date its first 
edition 1609. Another book from the English Ora- 
torians contains collection nine unpublished ser- 
mons Cardinal Newman. Seven these were de- 
livered 1848, the other two the 1870’s. The title: 
Faith and Prejudice (Sheed Ward, 128p., $2.50). 
Hilda Graef has selected and translated the Writings 
Edith Stein (Newman, 205p., $3.75). Spiritual and 
mystical theology, philosophy and education are the 
subject headings treated here the talented Jewish 
convert, who, Carmelite nun, was put death 
Nazi prison camp 1942. All Nothing (Sheed 
Ward, 216p., $3.50) the interesting and well written 
story the conversion Canadian journalist Murray 
Ballantyne. Crippled Victory (Sheed Ward, 
144p., $2.75) Josephine Burton tells the happy end- 
ing which only prayer and mother’s tireless devotion 
could bring her handicapped son. Another triumph 
faith and love over suffering touchingly told 
Helen Caldwell Day All the Way Heaven (Sheed 
Ward, 275p., $2.75). This the story CUSA 
(Catholic Union the Sick) and should great 
interest any Catholic whose state health offers the 
occasion for sacrifice. Fr. David Greenstock Death: 
The Glorious Adventure (Newman, 112p., $2.00) also 
offers strength and consolation the sick and those 
danger death. The basic principles mental 
prayer according the method St. Teresa Avila 
the subject Conversation With Christ (Fides, 171p., 
$3.75) the Carmelite priest Peter-Thomas Rohrbach. 
The method clearly and interestingly presented. The 
Church and the present-day apostle are combined 
The Son the Church Louis Lochet (Fides, 255p., 
$4.50). The translation LaMothe, Jr. 
small book, provocative much discussion, John 
Tracy Ellis’ American Catholics and the Intellectual 
Life (Heritage Foundation, distributed Hanover 
House, 63p., $1.25). 


anthology, marking the tenth anniversary The 
Life the Spirit, Dominican monthly review, has 
been compiled from those pages Mary Ellen Evans. 
The book’s title expresses the purpose and plan the 
work, The Christian Vision (Newman, 


$4.25). The Fourth Series Bishop Sheen’s Life 
Worth Living (McGraw-Hill, 285p., $3.95) has just 
appeared. Saint Spite Yourself the plea 
Marie Commins (Bruce, 118p., $2.75) and she tells 
fourteen saints who did just that. Teen-agers would 
perhaps the group enjoy most these popularly 
written stories. Sister Mary Frances invites all 
charming visit behind the Poor Clare’s enclosure 
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Right Merry (Sheed Ward, 212p., $3.00). 
the other hand, only the specialists, seems, would 
able profit from the technical study Fr. Henry 
Simoneaux entitled Spiritual Guidance and the Varie- 
ties Character (Pageant, 248p., $5.00). The research 
study based 563 answers questionnaire sent 
students twelve major seminaries eight different 
countries. Katherine Gordon has translated 
(Newman, 161p., $2.75) which the Dominican, Fr. 
Perrin has written with much understanding 
this beautiful consecration Christ. Our Lady 
LaSalette Who Weeps and Leon Bloy (d.1917) 
her champion (Academy Library Guild, 167p., 
$2.75). Our Lady’s apparitions two shepherd chil- 
dren LaSalette 1846, the year Bloy’s birth, were 
outstanding influence his life. Silence With 
God translation Elisabeth Corathiel-Noonan 
the work Benedict Baur, O.S.B. Four German 
editions speak favor its popularity. treats 
variety spiritual topics, humility,prayer, the Mass, 
for example. Aspects Our Lord’s life (e.g., Incar- 
nation, Thabor, Calvary, Ascension) are the concern 
Fr. James, O.F.M.Cap., Jesus the Saviour (New- 
man, 145p., $2.50). 


Charles Trundle, 
University Scranton 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 

book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 

Baker, Nina Brown 

Big Catalogue: The Life Aaron Montgomery 

Ward 
Illustrated Alan Moyler. 
115p. $2.75. 
Emphasizing the resourcefulness, friendliness, originality 
and ability work the young farm boy who first 
had the idea mail-order business, the book does not 
spare mention his failures well. More important 
than either, perhaps, the stress put upon his honesty 
and respect for his customers. Story-biography, with 
interpolation much dialog, the book points briefly 
the successful millionaire’s quiet charities and his vision 
city-planning. Easy read, provides interest- 
ing glimpse one small phase Americana with 
which our young people are contact. 


Berry, Erick Horses for the General 
Macmillan. Oct. 30,1956. 191p. $2.75. 


light-hearted story for junior high about New York 
boy too short for Washington’s Army but determined 
and resourceful enough make himself useful with 
the troop horses when, uninvited, went along with 
the new “recruities,” anyway. Pegleg, former Rogers’ 
Ranger, often suggested maneuvers just the right 
time. Corporal Jones was his friend after the boy saved 
him from making bad buy horses. Important help 
came from Rabbitt, his dog, and from Jester, trick 
horse, too. (The boy had engineered the sale Jester 
the Continentals for stout-hearted young girl whose 
father had moved the Vermont Grants earlier.) 


Harcourt. Sept. 12, 1956. 


Baker Berry Bothwell Deason Dougles George 
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The terrain the upper Hudson River country. 
ten experienced craftsman, the book has 
flavor, humor, and fair picture the vicissitudes 
the young Continental Army tried weld 
ing force out raw, irresponsible volunteers. 


Bothwell, Jean 
Cobras, Cows and Courage; Farm Lif 
North India 

Maps and drawings Don Pitcher. 

1956. 96p. photogs. $1.95. 

simply told, factual account farming the 

basin, which brings out the dependence upon custom, 

poverty, overpopulation, primitive tools, cow worship 
and cobra dangers, that prevail. Final chapters 
the introduction co-operatives, better grain and 
ernment instruction improved agricultural practice 
The sympathetic treatment and the clear photograph; 
make this interesting for ages 10-15 years. 


Hilary J., comp. 
Books the Traveling High 
Science Library 
Rev. ed. American Association for the Advancement 
Science. Sept. 1956. pa. 69p. $0.25 
All high school librarians will want this list 20) 
science books which the AAAS lends, time 
period two months, summer institutes and 
high schools where library facilities science 
mathematics are inadequate. The list contains 
titles included each eight loan-units, and 
subject and author indexes these books. 
annotations are addressed young readers, fact 
together with the low price makes possible put th: 
list directly into the hands students themselves. 
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Douglas, Gilbert 
Crowell. Sept. 208p. $2.75. 
light sports story, with racial implications, that 
hold the Johnnies who play football well 
who only dream making the extra point. 
Jeff Washington comes out for football only part 
Monrve High accepts the tall dark boy with long arm 
and hands big enough snatch pass out the 
single-handed. With Jeff comes the problem 
crimination, problem which the author handles 
tically. shows first divided team, then 
arms when the Washingtons attempt mov 
into better section the city. Balancing these 
Clint, senior and star player, who finds mut 
choose between Jeff and some his older friends 
Thus, over and above the sports plot, the young 
obtains some insight into proper attitudes toward 
Negro our American society. 
Sister Angelisse, people 
West Side Central Catholic setti 
Kingston, Pennsylvania Ashort read 


Jean George. Dutton. Oct. 18, 1956. 


Hard 
$3.50. 
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Another natural-history story from these gifted 
this one combining boy and bird, the water 
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dipper bird. They meet when the boy spends 
with his prospector grandfather, high the 
Colorado Rockies. Accurate its account the bird’s 
adaptation setting, poetic its feeling 
water, mountain and wild life, and realistic its 
allow the boy and his grandfather discover 
gold hoard, the book still exciting its adven- 
action. Many striking wash drawings set off 
the text. For the nature-lover, this excellent 
choice. 


Heinlein, Robert Time for the Stars 
Oct. 244p. $2.75. 

lighter mood than some the author’s earlier 
fiction, this tale Thomas Paine Leonardo 
Bartlett and his mirror twin, Patrick Henry 
Bartlett, plays change several notes: 
transportation the stars, time field, sub- 
motivation and, loudest all, telepathic 
brief, the plot concerns the signing 
150 telepaths project scheduled for cosmic 
some whom were divided among the twelve 
the fleet, others whom stayed “earth- 
receive messages that would have taken too 
many years reach earth the speed light. After 
years (or four torchship years) travel and 
the starside twin returned earth and 


his earthside twin’s great-granddaughter. Told 


the first person the starside twin, the book its 
moments and succeeds well portraying 
arounded personality for the starside twin. 


Keith Gordon 
The Romance Writing, from Egyptian 
Hieroglyphics Modern Letters, 
Numbers and Signs 

the author. Viking. Sept. 


important, superior and much needed book whose 
with language, special studies, business and music 
should enliven routine learning, and whose 
exploration intelligently curious stu- 
from junior high should very satisfying. 
with the cave artists, the author pushes 
Egyptian pictures which turned into letters, the 
Chaldean Babylonian cuneiform writing clay, 
the Phoenician further adap- 
Greeks and Romans, minor additions from 
runes, mediaeval book making and printers’ changes. 
easily come the information supplied the 
business and commerce signs, number and 
music symbols. the record are shorter 
Hebrew, Arabic, modern Greek and 
alphabets. Setting the stage for each period 
people brief, enlightening description the 
setting which produced the forms described. 
Ashort reading list and index close the book. 


surprisingly, the compression necessary cover 
Yast range, over-simplification produces occasional- 
unexplained statements. Thus, find “vellum” 
dentified antelope skin (p. 70). And (p. 89) “In 
year 1200 the richest monastery Western Europe 
library less than 150 books, many these 
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more pamphlets than books.” Putnam, Thompson and 
Savage each cite library after library whose collections 
reached figures much, much larger than this. But 
these are small matters comparison with the vast 
sweep the material and periods covered, and with 
the vitality its presentation. 


Knight, Ruth Adams 
Search for the Galleon’s Gold! 
Pictures Algot McGraw. Sept. 17, 1956. 
191p. $2.95. (Whittlesey House book) 
Mrs. Knight’s recent books have shown tendency 
fall into two incompletely welded parts. her latest, 
there are three parts: (1) exposition explaining the 
wreck the Florencia, treasure ship the Spanish 
Armada, and the attempts 1924 the Duke 
Argyll raise the ship; (2) narrative with flashbacks 
describing the building and sailing the ship, 1588, 
and the two Spanish boys who shipped her; (3) 
also narrative, the part two Scottish boys played 
sinking her. All which result plot which 
hardly sea-worthy. The author’s thesis plain enough; 
hate and greed and ambition motivated the sailing 
the beautiful ship whose real treasure consisted the 
eventual friendship the four boys. But the develop- 
ment that thesis not sure enough carry convic- 
tion. small point, but one which calls for clarifica- 
tion, the testimony quoted the exposition (p. 10) 
concerning the treasure cached “cabinet with 
four-petaled rose the door.” Throughout the nar- 
rative, the author consistently refers three-petaled 
rose. 

Nora Benjamin.. King Solomon’s Horses 
Harper. Oct. 12,1956. 211p. $2.75. 


Set Israel and Egypt the days King Solomon, 
this exciting tale young Hebrew lad’s devo- 
tion his filly and his adventures and misadven- 
tures armor-bearer royal charioteer. Enroute 
Egypt with the King’s horsemen, Dan finds both affec- 
tion and disaffection among the Israelites and realizes 
for the first time the magnitude the King’s task 
keeping the peace. Alerted the threat danger 
from abroad the proffered bribe Egyptian spy 
and the treachery fellowcountryman, Dan, back 
Israel, ferrets out incipient rebellion and cour- 
ageous action prevents it. The writing vivid and 
excellent: one seems hear the thunder the war 
chariots, smell the unsavory odors Bubastis’ slums, 
sense the riotous abandon idolatrous crown 
Mt. Gerizim the Feast Tabernacles,and, best 
all, see the land Israel through Dan’s proud, loving 
eyes. This story-telling superior quality for boys 
their early teens and for girls whose idea good 
story not circumscribed the boy-dates-girl theme. 
Sister Agnese, S.C.C., 
St. Ann’s Academy, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


Meader, Stephen Warren 
Illustrated John Polgreen. 
173p. $2.75. 

Vocational fiction which follows 17-year-old Kirk Owen 
who, skilled auto mechanics and with almost two 


Sabre Pilot 


Harcourt. Oct. 10, 1956. 
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years college behind him, enlists the Air Force. 
The story takes him from the day enlistment through 
weeks Air and Engineering basic training, before 
passes off his uncompleted college courses and trans- 
fers for officer flight training. Taking part the 
Korean War, downs two enemy planes before his 
own jet fighter knocked out. The central character 
and the people around him are types rather than in- 
dividuals, and the most personal, dynamic phase the 
story concerns Kirk’s attempt find his way back 
friendly forces after being wounded and shot down. 
the main, the book deals with the training 
fighter pilot, and such well outlined and should 
appeal young men thinking about the military service 
which awaits them. 


Samuel Eliot 

The Story the Colony” New 

Plymouth 
Illustrated Charles Overly. 
296p. $3.50. 
This the book the fall, 1956, season. Hereafter, 
every editor over whose desk goes story about the 
Pilgrims should check its data with this book. And 
every American history course should include acquaint- 
ance with required reading. Based careful 
search source materials, destroys many false ideas 
which have crept into our literature and art, and clari- 
fies many puzzling doubts. The account stretches from 
Scrooby, 1604, the annexation the Colony 
Massachusetts, 1692, covering all the way such topics 
the voyage America, the first five difficult years, 
the first Thanksgiving, fur trading and fishing, houses 
and clothing, government and laws, Indian contacts 
and King Philip’s War. Many anecdotes and enter- 
taining incidents are included (not the least surprising 
which the account ne’er-do-wells the Col- 
ony). excellent list sources appended, plus 
selective index. map the lining papers shows the 
Colony and adjacent are 
graphic and strong. Best all the concrete, factual 
nature the materials, presented very lively form. 


Knopf. Sept. 17, 1956. 


Norton, Mary Alice Stand Horse 


Harcourt. Aug. 242p. $3.00. 

“Based actual experience army men” (author’s 
note), who protected scattered settlements New 
Mexico against Apache attacks. These are woven into 
realistic and times grim tale young recruit, 
Ritchie Peters, who joined the First Dragoons 1859. 
camp, had fight establish his place among 
the older soldiers; the trail, fought the Apaches 
and the more reckless members the troop; always, 
summer and winter, fought the weather and other 
natural forces. found good friends, however, par- 
ticularly the Sergeant. action-packed plot, narrow 
escapes from death, and very capable interweaving 
action and setting make this sure-fire material for boys. 
The author holds brief for the Indians’ side the 
conflict, her wholehearted sympathies are those the 
the white settler, against the marauding In- 

ian. 
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Red Falcons 
Knopf. Nov. 12, 


*Peart, Hendry 
Illustrated Maurice Brevannes. 
244p. $3.00. 

12th-century England, nameless 15-year-old 
who had known only the monastery 
him from infancy found himself the cause war 
tween his noble grandfather and his 
each whom claimed him heir 
There are colorful scenes castle life, monastic 
days, the training page and squire, the waging 
war and taking the castle, kidnaping, and 
feuds between long-time enemies. The author 
caught both the idealism and the brutality the 
her period piece. The Brevannes illustrations 
successful suggesting the period, too. 
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Phillips, Mary Geisler The Makers 
1956. 163p. $2.50. 

Simply phrased, strikingly illustrated, and 
well-organized facts about the honeybee, which 
its known history, communal existence, progress 
egg adult, varied work, adaptation seasonal 
tions, “language,” and benefits mankind. One chap 
ter describes other types bees, and the 
chapter advises the youthful aspirant who would kee 
bees. short bibliography books about beekeeping 
bee journals and supply houses included. 
ing free reading and useful for general science 
junior high. 
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Price, Willard Volcano Adventur 


Day. Aug. 31,1956. 187p. $3.00. 


Drawing his visits famous volcanoes the Pacific 
and records various famous vulcanologists 
teports volcanic tragedies, the author sends 
heroes his previous books, Hal and Roger Hunt, 
data-gathering expedition for the American 
Natural History. Their exploits duplicate some 
the celebrated activities earlier scientists—even 
descending 1250 feet into active crater—and 
the added thrill peculiar, unexplainable behavior 
the part their leader. While the plot tends 
the melodramatic, the background the story 
wholly satisfying account vulcanology, which 
made vivid excellent descriptive passages. 


Sister Angelisse, I.H.M.., 
West Side Catholic Central 


Kingston, Pennsylvania 


Borrowed 


*Puttcamp, Rita 
Viking. Nov. 


Illustrated Clifford Geary. 
186p. $2.50. 

new and overdue theme for young people’s 
the injustice done Latin-Texan landowners 
can conquerors after the Treaty Guadalupe 
—provides both the setting and the action for 
15-year-old boy’s growing up. Sam Houston 
dal was Texan but recognized theft when 
it. following his Spanish friend’s advice 
himself another’s boots would understand him, 
came know why his father was determined 
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mood the poems. 
and book from which read aloud toclasses, 
time. 


Mary 


the beautiful Cortina hacienda, know and 


love the Cortinas and their way life, and stand 


his father and the villagers Brownsville. The 
action bit pat, the character Don Juan 
Nepomuceno Cortina bit theatrical, but the central 


sound and the story quality excellent. 


Sir Herbert, comp. 


This Way, Delight; Book Poetry 
for the Young 


Juliet Kepes. Pantheon. Oct. 14, 1956. 


$3.50. 


enchanting poems whose authorship ranges 
medieval anonymous writers Dylan Thomas, 
Gerard Manley Hopkins, Francis Thomp- 
Frank O’Connor, Emily Dickinson, Shakespeare, 
many others the way. five sections, the 


gradually increase maturity level, and con- 


with disarming section the nature and 
poetry. Charming illustrations reflect 
book for personal owner- 


Hospital Zone 
Harper. Oct. 12,1956. 250p. $2.50. 


Honey Kirkwood, student nurse, has 
had worry about “social” security nor has she 


date, any devastating emotional involvements. 
the threat her inner calm when she begins 
symptomatically the desirable but unattain- 
Dr. Dragone, handsome young intern. Moreover, 
increasingly impatient arriving that 
evasive goal—where one finally and 


grown up.” The forthrightness the student 
jam sessions, the steadying influence private 
and her own good sense save her from shat- 
emotional experience and contribute her per- 
growth. good nurse, though not any sense 
she acts with compassion for the sick and 
some understanding them. 


writing, much witty dialog, assortment 


males the background, and nice under- 
young-adult problems recommend this slight 
novel middle and older teen-age girls, whether 


Sister Agnese, 
St. Ann’s Academy, 


Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


Louise Elephant Outlaw 
Harper Johnson. Lippincott. Oct. 10, 1956. 
$2.75. 


author’s wide acquaintance with Africa called 


this story two boys, one the son white 
owner Kenya, the other tribal outcaste 


because his unexpected recovery from illness 
him “without soul.” Since only unusually 
deeds could recover such lost soul, the boys 
set out after government hunter take part 
destruction rogue elephant. Their journey 
through dim jungles, brought them into 


Read Stolz Stinedorf Warner Weaver 295 


contact with pygmies, gave them opportunity 
help build swinging bridge and kill leopard, 
lion and last the weakened outlaw elephant. The 
plot only fair, the characters not fully developed, the 
setting authentic and richly rewarding for the junior 
high 


Thornton, Francis Beauchesne 


The Donkey Who Always Complained 


Illustrated Johannes Troyer. Kenedy. Oct. 18, 1956. 


140p. $2.75. 

Here the life Christ, reported and partici- 
pated the donkey, Balo, which carried Christ 
His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and whose grandam 
had carried Our Lady Bethlehem and later Egypt. 


Balo was unhappy little beast, distressed his hard 
lot under the harsh gypsy owner and ever mourning 
the wondrous days Nazareth when had been 
happy. But after his frenzied reporting the Cruci- 
fixion scene his fellow donkeys, they never heard 
him complain again, for now bore upon his back 
imprinted cross. Many old legends are incorporated, 
interspersed with vivid descriptions places and 
scenes. Reverently told,this parable for all ages 


read. 
Sister Emma, SS.C.M., 
St. Joseph Memorial Junior H.S., 
Pennsylvania 


Warner, Dave Terry Brennan Notre Dame 
Newman. Sept. 27, 1956. 146p. photogs. diagrs. $2.25. 


enthusiastic, uncritical account the youngest 
major football coach the country, which outlines his 
personal life, sports career, teaching and coaching days 
Mt. Carmel, family life and present job. Journalistic 
and superficial treatment, the book nevertheless has 
possible uses with high school boys undaunted Notre 
Dame’s 1956 season. There are glimpses Notre 
Dame personalities, notes training routines, pictures 
student life the University, numerous photo- 
graphs, and high tribute the fighting spirit the 
coach. Appendices include description and dia- 
grams two Brennan’s favorite plays, list Notre 
Dame All-Americans, its complete football records 
since 1887, and the first-two-year records its coaches 
from Rockne through Brennan. 


Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore Senior High School, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Weaver. Stella The Stranger 


Illustrated Genevieve Pantheon. 
1956. 215p. $2.75. 

Ireland, for the summer holidays, come teen-aged 
Edmund and Emily from London, visit their dead 
father’s sister. Here Edmund learns heir 
large property, but one for which there mainte- 
nance money. runs afoul sly tinkers and surly 
keeper the property. And 106-year-old nurse 
who makes cryptic prophecy. When and Emily 
are real danger, however, the Stranger comes the 
rescue with aid and advice. 
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The book has authentic Irish flavor. Descriptions relieve the realistic passages, authentic male 
the countryside and people make realizable back- that not profane, and accurate details 
ground for the plot. Restrained use idiomatic speech lay-out and life. 


contributes the reader’s feeling being 
Food, houses, sound values, and the history rackrent 
policies and absentee landlordism are neatly inter- Youngberg, Norma The Queen’s 


woven. The air mystery the plot should hold Harold Munson. Morrow. Oct. 17, 19% 
junior high readers whose acquaintance with the $2.75. 
ground may slight. Reportedly based the actual loss 


treasure ship, the story young Steven, aged 
sole survivor shipwreck and brutal pirate attack 
Robb Periscope coast Borneo, 1843, nevertheless seems hard 
Doubleday. Aug. $2.75. accept. Too much happens him and too 16, 
Jam-packed with action, tightly plotted, blending sev- cessful overcoming all difficulties sheer coing 
eral favorite elements, here’s book for the adventure- dence. back health the Dyak chief 


minded reader that will hold him glued the page. wife, the space seven months becomes thej 
concerns young lieutenant (j.g.) graduated favorite scn, established powerful witch 
from the Underwater Demolition School, who com- the tribesmen’s minds, protects the villagers 
missioned find and photograph Japanese code attack the pirates who capture him, and him 
veying secret Allied plans the enemy, 1943. self freed English sailors who arrive the nick 
portation submarine commanded irascible retrieve the gold and take him back 
and over-cautious Skipper. Follow pictures the land. The author, wife missionary, has 
tensions and fears life underwater, the savage battles many years Borneo and her portrayal life 
and depth charges, the killing Japanese officer customs there interesting, though the plot seem 
the code obtained, and the peril cornered sub- exaggerated. Numerous illustrations bring out 
marine. honest book, with good touches idealism scene. ds. 
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